1. MELIA AZEDARACH

Farmers’ preferences

Franzel et al (1995) carried out tree species selection exercise through farmer involvement in on-
station trials in Burundi. Thirty-nine farmers were invited to multipurpose-tree screening trials in
Burundi. Farmers used a local board game, bao, to rate tree species across criteria they
considered important. 38 % of the farmers (15) were interested in testing Melia azedarach on
their farms during private interviews in the first and second species screening.

Extent of adoption
Buyinza et al (2008) reports that M. Azedarach is among the most commonly grown tree species
in Hoima district in Uganda.

Economics of production

Yields

A study by Vien (2007) on indigenous fallow management with Melia azedarach Linn. in
Northern Vietnam indicates that at harvest density of 1,000 to 1,500 trees/ha the volume of melia
wood reaches 130 to 150 m®/ha after seven to eight years. The current price of melia wood is
USD 21.43/m?, so farmers can earn at least US $ 2,143/ha.
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