Lower Weekly progress report

7th march 2007

1. Review process on tree measurement activities: 
The resource persons went through once more the exercise of tree measurements and survival counts focusing the whole process. The exercise was self participatory. During exercise, questions, remarks and any other idea that would improve the quality of field data collection was considered. 
2. Sensitization on planting fruit trees:
Farmers were promised some good things to come in form of incentives in return to tree planting. These include high value fruit trees. The project has decided to give each farmer (160) who participated and planted tree screening trial 2 seedlings of grafted mangoes. These fruits trees have a characteristic of low branching therefore needs to be planted in secure places. We are going round sensitizing the farmers where and how to prepare holes, spacing distances from one plant to the other, amount of manure to be applied in each planting pit and cover them ready for planting the improved materials. 
3. Keeping track of field resource persons:

We are keeping frequent supervision of field resource persons from the 4 regions of lower yala on tree survival counts and tree measurements exercise and work with each one in field data collection at a specific time. This aims to decrease the data gaps and ease field problem solving as they arise.
4. Observations
· Most trees are doing well though problems of termites are still persistent.

· There is also a problem of chlorosis and stunted growth in some plots. This may either be attributed to insufficient nutrient supply, insect attack or disease. Some trees have also shaded off their leaves. Albizia and some Makhamia fall in this category.
· Some trees are forming branches while still low (Sena siamea, grevillea and croton families)      

