Progress report of Nyando Block from 6th – 10th November 2006

By Joash Mango and Wilson Ondiala

 The main objective of the work is to identify the badly degraded areas for rehabilitation and plots for screening trials in Nyando river basin (block).

The Kowalla environmental rehabilitation group coordinator had requested for coming on board of the Kari people to assist on the activities concerned with livelihood, as we had promised to bring them for a meeting we did so by notify the coordinator on 6th November 2006. The people present on the notifying day are:

1. Samuel Obaga- KARI( Nyando field officer)

2. Josh Mango- ICRAF

3. Wilson Indiana- ICRAF

4. John Osmond Boom – KERG ( secretary)

5. Monica Adhiambo- KERG ( chairlady)
We had notified them to meet the committee on 7th November 2006. On this day the present people were as follows:

1. Samuel Obaga- KARI( Nyando field officer)

2. Moris Shiluli – KARI ( Monitoring and evaluation officer)

3. Joash Mango- ICRAF

4. Wilson Ondiala- ICRAF

5. John Omondi Oboum – KERG ( secretary)

6. Monicca Adhiambo- KERG ( chairlady)

7. Jenipher Molla- KERG ( Assistant chairlady)

8. Nancy Achieng Omondi- KERG ( coordinator)

9. Margaret Obiero- KERG ( member)

10. Pauline Omondi- KERG ( member)

11. Penina Atula- KERG ( member)

The history of KERG was given by the coordinator. The group started in the year 2005 with the main objective of gulley rehabilitation and tree planting to save the soil being eroded to the lakes.
Some of the activities which have been done by the group assisted with ICRAF both in training and providing of some incentives as per the coordinator are as follows:

1. Planting of fodder trees, fruits trees, improved fallows and medicinal trees.

2. Training on nursery establishment and management

3. Planting of horticultural crops as carrots, collards, dania but all this failed due lack of proper management.

4. Rain water harvesting by all the group members used in the irrigation of the vegetables during the dry spell.
The group had expressed problem of water evaporating so fast in the pans and they required the following assistance:
1. Pond lining materials 

2. Irrigation kit

3. Certified seed.

The future plans of the group as expressed in the meeting with coordinator are as follows:

1. Dairy goats to feed on the fodder provided by the ICRAF

2. Poultry.
Some of the indicators of change due to ICRAF assistance seen in the group are as follows:

1. Now they can plant trees for gulley rehabilitation in collaboration with ICRAF.
2. Improved fallow have improved living standards by providing wood and fodder. 

3. Motivation by ICRAF  through food for work approach

4. Umbrella groups to monitor other forming groups and when to incorporate them.

5. Other groups have come up under the umbrella of the mother group(three)

6. The communities have been influenced by the work done by the group.

7. Non-group members have adopted techniques.

8. There is sustainability by forming of many groups at least one will survive in the long run. 
KARI staff Nyando field officer Mr. Samuel Obaga talked of the part that the Institute needs to do as part of the project. He told the committee members that KARI needs to assist them with things that concerns with livelihood examples he gave are as follows:

1. Irrigation kit

2. Livestock rearing

3. Poultry keeping

4. Certified seeds provision

He further advised the committee members to form common interest group (CIG) in order for KARI to provide them with resources. So he pledge to provide the things once the common interest group is formed and names forwarded to them. The committee formed the common interest group as listed below:

Common interest group for Poultry 
1. Monica Opiyo

2. Rael Membo
3. Maritha Oricho

4. Jenifa Mula

5. Joseph Okoth

Common interest group for Dairy goat rearing

1. Penina Tula

2. Maritha Oricho

3. Margaret Obiero

4. Rael Membo

5. Poline Omondi

6. Leonard Nyaoke
7. Anna Obuom
Common interest group for Seeds
1. Caren Ondenge
2. Leya Mwana

3. Monica Owiti

4. Gilbert Ongonga

5. John Omondi

 The second meeting was convened in Kokoto by both parties that are; Kokoto pan users, ICRAF and KARI. The attendances were as follows:

1. Nashon Olonde- chairman
2. Thomas Onyango Oswa-Ass.chairman

3.  Maurice Adero   - member
4. Patronala Atieno Omollo- member
5. Eddy Ouko        -committee member

6. Samuel Obaga- KARI( Nyando field officer)

7. Moris Shiluli – KARI ( Monitoring and evaluation officer)

8. Joash Mango- ICRAF

9. Wilson Ondiala- ICRAF

Kokoto pan user had the following objective during the time of its formation:

1. Dam maintenance

2. A forestation to improve the environmental condition

3. Water harvesting.

4. Rehabilitation of degraded areas.

5. Sustainable use of dam water for irrigation and cattle drinking

Some of the present activities in Kokoto are as follows:
1. Nursery establishment.

2. Horticultural farming.

Problems experienced by the group that needs to be addressed by both parties of the WKIEMP are as listed below as expressed by the group:

1. Erosion control in the area by rehabilitation of the degraded area
2. Disilting of the dam.

3. Nursery training, materials and equipments i.e. seeds, pottings and trainings.

ICRAF staff in the meeting had to address the issue of rehabilitation of the area and some concerns raised by the ICRAF staff to be addressed by the community were free grazing problem. The committee reached at the agreement that they will have social fencing to protect the rehabilitation site once the work start. On the issue of the work at the rehabilitation site they gave us the budget and the followings agreement:

1. The approximate number of people to be involved in a day work is 50 people.
2. The clans to participate in the work are; Kabura, Kagure and Kasaye.

3. The number of maize bags to be used per day is two and half sacks of maize.

4. The food distribution to be done by the dam committee members that are;
a) Nashon Olonde- Chairman

b) Tom Swa- Ass. Chairman

c) Hellen Owour- Secretary

d) Petronala Omollo- Ass. Secretary

e) Stephen Oyugi- Treasurer

The committee had also raised concern that KARI had earlier advised them to form common interest group to provided resources but they have not done so since they have waited for long. The following are what they were promised:
1. Poultry keeping was promised by KARI (Rotich) needs to be addressed (it was promised sometimes back).
2. To check COD (cut off drain) on the upper part by the KARI technical committee to see the way forward as promised by Mr. Obaga.
The second meeting was held in Lekwenyi degraded area on 9th November 2006, the people present were as follows:
1. Area Assistant Chief

2. Samuel Obaga- Nyando filed officer

3. Luka Anjeho- ICRAF

4. Tom Ochinga- ICRAF

5. Wilson Indiana- ICRAF

6. Joash Mango- ICRAF

7. Stanley Tanui- Community health policing officer

8. Richard Ngetich- Village elder ( son of land owner )

The owner of the degraded area is called: Zerate Chepchilat Arap Sang’

The community had expressed the following to be the caused of the erosion (degradation) in the area:
1. Charcoal burning.

2. Cattle tracks caused by free grazing.

3. Heavy rainfall during Elnino.

On screening trials the following plots have been done so far by the following resource:
1. Valentine

He had done the following plots

1. Philip Omollo Ondiek.

2. Lukas Ondiek Ogutu (half dug)

3. Erick Ouma

4. Joseph Ayieko

5. Paul Ochieng Obongo

6. Denis Ochieng Abuna

7. Meshark Onyango Abunga

8. Kennedy Odhiambo Odongo

9. Justus Odhiambo Ojal

10. Evanson Ondiek

2. Keter
Had done the following plots:

1. Daudi Keter

2. Daniel Koe

3. Esther

Had done the following plots
1. Michael Odhiambo Okello

2. Ojwang Ko’ombudo

4. Lukas

1. Alfred Ochieng Omuony ( Ready for planting)
2. Silvan O. Odimo ( Ready for planting)
3. Joel Onyango Omua

4. Osieko Okoya
Recommendations
1. The promises made by KARI are raising a lot of question in that they have taken a longer time before they are implemented. It is of good if they cannot implement immediately they should not then promise the communities concerned.

2. The screening trials in Nyando need to be monitored closely since some of the resource people are not very hard working and yet planting is due in March 2006.
3. There is more need to be involving KARI in some of the meeting called in Nyando and wherever we are sharing the implementation of the project in order for the concern communities not to recognize only ICRAF.
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