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1) Bio-physical baseline

The bio-physical survey has been completed for the Middle Nyando block and the survey has been launched in the Upper Nyando block. So far 8 clusters have been survey and sampled (cluster 1-8). The team is expecting to complete by mid November. The following observations have been made:
· The landscape is made up of foot slope, plains and step slopes.
· Conversion to place after independence in the early 1970’s – at this time the land use was woody grassland

· Today, the landscape has been cleared of most of the woody vegetation and the main land use in maize

· Some farmers have wheat fields and vegetable gardens of cabbages, onions, kale and pumpkins. Pyrethrum farms are also seen in this area

· Many farmers rear upgraded livestock

· The population density is sparse

· The following trees, shrubs and grasses are seen in the area so far sampled:

Trees:

Acacia lahai, Acacia abyssinica, Acacia hockii, Albizia spp., Erythrina spp., Olea africana, Juniperus procera, Cussoria holistii

Shrubs:

Grewia bicolor, Grewia similis, Euclea divinorum, Rhus natalensis, Vanguaria spp., Dombeya spp., Rhamnus staddo, Carisa edulis, Rubos keniensis, Blephorispermum spp., Myterus hetrophylla
Grasses:

Seteria sphacelata, Hyparrhenia variabilis, Evagrostis aspera, Cynodon dactylon
Exotic trees:

Eucalyptus spp., Pinus patula, Cupressus lusitanica and Grevillea robusta

2) Socio-economic baseline

The socio economic survey has been completed for the Nyando and Yala river basins. The middle and upper blocks of the Nzoia river basin will be sampled once the World Bank gives their approval. All data has been entered by KARI.
3) Survey & planting of tree-screening trials on-farm: A) Lower Nyando and B) Lower Yala
(A) Lower Nyando
The next survival count will be done in November where also tree height and stem width will be measured.
All plots are looking good in this block.

(B) Lower Yala
The next survival count will be done in November where also tree height and stem width will be measured.

On October 22nd Luka and Walter went to assess one plot in xx sub-location where the Senna siamea trees are wilting. The following observations were made:

· The trees wilting have been attacked by stem-boarer
· All these trees are in close proximity to bananas and it is likely that the stem-boarer have come from the banana and caused this problem
· Hence, for the time being the project should not promote Senna siamea for locations in close proximity to bananas
· Walter Adongo is consulting a pathologist from the Maseno University

4) Tree nursery at ICRAF

The nursery at ICRAF Kisumu has 7,000 seedlings of assorted species. These seedlings will be planted in the short rainy season in the Lower Nyando block.
5) Identification & planting of degraded areas: Lower Nyando

The groups have had meeting every Friday with the ICRAF team and discussed progress and future plans.

· Kowala: 
The Kowala group is working well. The second survival count will be carried out in November.

· Kalacha: 

The Kalacha is working well. The second survival count will be carried out in November.
· Kokoto: 
The Kowala group is managing their degraded area very well. Walter Adongo has met with group (October 26th) to discuss fruit tree grafting. He assessed the materials available and will organize for the training in the coming weeks.

The second survival count will be carried out in November.
· New site in Lower Nyando – Nyando Kokumu Aora Gulley

Survival count will be carried out in November. 

6) Other activities

Preliminary baseline reports:

The preliminary baseline reports for the three river basins are being prepared. The report for the Nyando river basin is complete for the Lower and Middle blocks and have been shared with Dr. Louis Verchot. The Yala report is in the pipeline.
Preparation of maps:

The ICRAF team has been busy preparing maps showing baseline data collection points as well as the randomized points along with maps showing interventions. Maps for the preliminary baseline reports are also being prepared.
ICRAF is still waiting for the GPS points for KARI activities so that they can be converted to the right format by the ICRAF GIS specialist in Nairobi.

Visits:

Visitors from the Clinton Foundation and Care International / CARE Kenya came to see ICRAF activities in Western Kenya on October 23rd. The team also visited the WKIEMP project and the community groups in Kowala, Kalacha and Kokoto as well as the Katuk Odeyo gully.
A new appointed post doc. at ICRAF Nairobi office came for a visit on October 8th. First he joined the biophysical baseline team for 2 days. On Wednesday he visited the Lower Nyando block.

The purpose of his visit was to familiarize himself with the baseline data collection since he will join the team in Nairobi analyzing the soils collected in the WKIEMP project.

Meetings:

On October 12-13th ICRAF participated in the Professional Group Workshop on Environment Management and Land Development held at Maseno ATC. Luka Anjeho represented ICRAF and gave a presentation of the ICRAF activities within the WKIEMP project. Presentations were also given by ViAgroforestry, NEMA, and MoA.

The outcome of the meeting was that field trips should be organized to see which activities are taking place in the Nyanza Province.

Data entry & GPS points: 

Data has been entered for bio-physical survey for the Middle Nyando block and ICRAF has in this meeting shared a CD with KARI containing the following data:

· Biophysical baseline data for Lower and Middle Nyando, the entire Yala basin and Lower Nzoia

· Socio economic data for the Nyando and Yala basins and Lower Nzoia

· Screening trials data for Lower Nyando and Lower Yala blocks

· Corrected GPS readings for the above mentioned databases
Soils lab: 

Work in progressing well in the soil lab. The following soil samples are ready to be sent to Nairobi:
Socio economic survey:
Middle and Upper Nyando

Biophysical:


Upper Yala

The team is working on the Middle Nyando soils for the biophysical survey, where after they will work on the Upper Nyando soils for the same survey.
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