Progress Report ICRAF (KARI)
By Anja Boye; End-March (March 1st – 31st 2007)
1) Bio-physical baseline

The biophysical team commenced work in Middle Yala on March 7th and worked until March 22nd when the team had surveyed and sampled the 8 clusters KARI had managed to sensitize. Hence, 8 clusters are remaining in this block. So far, the following clusters have been sampled: No. 3, 4, 8, 9 (this block has not been sensitized so after sampling 1 point the team left the cluster), 11, 12, 13, 15, 16; 25 infiltrations have been carried out, and more than 70 soil samples have been collected. The team stopped work on March 22nd, since the remaining xxx clusters had not been sensitized and the people in the area were therefore not aware of the project. This was communicated to KARI and the PC and they planned to resume the sensitization exercise on March 28th to 30th.
Observations made (At the end of the report, all weekly reports are attached):

The team has reported the following observation:

· The elevation ranges from approx. 1400 to 1600m
· Some areas have step slopes

· The main crops are: Maize, beans, sweet potato, small banana plantations, small tea plantations

· Destruction of woodlots and trees in general is common – charcoal production and timber

· Trees are mainly planted along boundaries and in small woodlots

· Common tree species are: Grevellia robusta, Casuarina spp., Bischovia spp., Nandi flame, Albizia, Croton spp., Psidium guajava.

· Many farmers plough down slope and not across the slope as recommended

· Cluster 15 & 16 will not be suitable for screening trials since land size is small

· Farmers need to be trained in ‘good’ farming practices and techniques, especially how to crop slopes and close to the river banks

2) Socio-economic baseline

The socio-economic team commenced work in Middle Yala on March 7th and worked for 12 days. So far, the following sub-locations and clusters have been sampled:

	Sub location
	Cluster
	No. Households interviewed

	
	1
	

	
	2
	

	Savane
	3
	10

	Savane & Museno
	4
	10

	
	5
	

	
	6
	

	
	7
	

	Shirulu
	8
	10

	Lusengeli
	9
	2 (this block has not been sensitized)

	
	10
	

	Kaptech
	11
	10

	Kaptech & Lukoye
	12
	10

	Kisasi
	13
	10

	
	14
	

	Muhudu
	15
	10

	Lukose
	16
	10


82 households have been interviewed and 78 interviews are remaining for this block.

Observations made:

In some clusters the terrain is very hilly and erosion is a serious problem. Many farmers have constructed terraces and planted Napier grass. Banana is a common crop and there is a great interest in planting trees in the areas covered so far.

The most common trees found in this area is Eucalyptus spp. and Croton spp. The team was told that women cannot plant trees and bananas. This aspect should be taken up by KARI.
The socio-economic team had to break for 1 week by end-March (March 26th) since half the block had still not been sensitized by KARI up to this date. It is not clear when the team will resume work since KARI is still to report when the whole block has been fully sensitized – hence the team will also not work during the first week of April.
3) Survey & planting of tree-screening trials on-farm: A) Lower Nyando and B) Lower Yala
The target is to plant at least 100 farms and do a minimum of 30 infiltrations
(A) Lower Nyando
Planting of screening trials is still pending because of lack of rainfall.
(B) Lower Yala
Planting of screening trials in Lower Yala block commenced on March 19th. By end-March, 9569 seedlings have been taken to 70 screening trials. Two more weeks are needed to complete the planting exercise. The table below lists the species planted in the various sub-locations in the month of March:
	Sub-location
	Grevillea spp.
	Markhamia spp.
	Albizia spp.
	Croton spp.
	Senna siamea

	Rera
	864
	288
	288
	0
	288

	Dienya East
	401
	121
	144
	0
	124

	Wagai West
	72
	0
	72
	0
	0

	Wagai East
	351
	144
	72
	0
	133

	Gombe
	216
	72
	144
	0
	72

	Onyinyore
	211
	72
	0
	0
	142

	Kanyadet
	288
	144
	72
	0
	144

	Ndori
	72
	0
	72
	0
	0


4) Tree nursery at ICRAF

All staff members in the two ICRAF nurseries are busy preparing the seedlings for planting. Root pruning is taking place in both nurseries. Before planting, the two nurseries had more than 100,000 seedlings.
5) Identification & planting of degraded areas: Lower Nyando

Planting of degraded areas in Lower Nyando commenced on March 19th. So far, the total number of tree seedlings have been taken to the three degraded areas:

Kowala: 1832 seedlings
Kalacha: 360 seedlings
Kokoto: 5032 seedlings
The plan is to complete the planting exercise within 3 weeks – however, the exercise depends very much on rainfall and the team will be assessing if sufficient rainfall is available for planting.

6) Other activities

On-farm nurseries: KARI is still to provide inputs to the on-farm and community based nurseries – KARI to take action
· Sensitization meeting in Middle Yala
ICRAF (Isaac Learamo) participated in the first sensitization meeting in Middle Yala, which took 4 days – here only half the block was sensitized. ICRAF, however, did not participate in the sensitization meeting on March 28th – 30th because all team members were very busy in the field planting the screening trials and degraded areas. Also, ICRAF felt that the 1 day notice given by KARI was too short for the field work to be stopped and re-organized.
Annex 1

Weekly reports from Biophysical baseline team

Cluster 3

This cluster falls in Igunio Village, Savane Sub Location, and Iguhu Location in Ikolomani division and few plots landed in Ivonda sub location in the same division. This cluster is in between Ikalokoli River that is a major tributary of Yala River and Itekoti a small river that is also another tributary. The inhabitants of this area are having big size of land for cultivation ranges from five to ten acres, which most of them say they inherited from former Luhyia leader who came from that area. 

The land in this cluster appears to be a continuous cropland and it conversion goes back to 1930’s. A lot of trees are seen to have been planted in the past mainly Eucalyptus spp. and in the recent most of the trees have been cut down for timber. Currently logging of Eucalyptus spp. and other remnants trees is still an on going exercise. These trees are Croton spp. and Albizia spp.

Cluster 4

This cluster falls in Luanuga village, Museno Sub Location, and Khayega Location in Shinyalu Division. Some plots spreaded into Savane Sub Location, Iguhu Location in Ikolomani Division. This area is made up of hills, shallow depression and small area of riparine woodland mainly along the main Yala River and in the other small catchment’s area.

Massive destruction is still continuing along the steep hills slopes through burning, clearance of woody vegetation cover for charcoal production and agricultural activities. Cultivating along the contours and up to the riverbanks and some catchments areas is still an ongoing exercise. Population in this area is sparse and the area is known to be a gold mining zone even the locals mistaken us to be the people from mineral department checking gold deposits until we had to explain to them the kind of work we are doing. Most of the land in this cluster is sloping and adjacent to Yala River.

Cluster 8
This cluster falls in Shivuli Sub Location, Khayega Location, Shinyalu Division, Lukango Village in Kakamega South District. Most of the land is sloping and draining into river Yala. Most of the steep slopes are bare with intensive cultivation down slope Ploughing and mostly all the way up to the river banks. Massive destruction of riparine woodland is an ongoing activity mainly for cultivation, timber and charcoal production; this is becoming an alarming issue. The trees which are mainly destructed are; Markhemia lutea, Nandi flame (Spathodea nilotica), Olea welwetchi and others. The land is an old conversion going back to 1930’s and adjacent to river Yala.

Cluster 11
This cluster falls partly into Kaptech Sub Location which clusters 12 falls in, but a bigger portion of it drains into Karogoli River this is one of the tributaries of river Yala. Few plots landed across the river into Shiviye Sub Location, Iguhu Location, Ikolomani Division, Lukwenya village others plots spread into Shavegore Sub Location, Busali East Location, Sabatia Division in Vihiga District.

The area is sparsely populated with shallow depression which often forms small wetland within the catchments. Cluster of traditional remnant forests are seen within small catchments areas where permanent springs are found. These remnant forests ranges from 2 to 3 acres with indigenous trees mainly; Bridellia micranthus, Olea ssp, Croton ssp and fig trees. These forests are well conserved and kept intact manly for ritual practices that is circumcisions of a certain age group of boys which take place after every 5 years.

Cluster 12
This cluster falls in Ginjini and Ekoko villages, Kaptech Sub Location Shaviringa Location, Tiriki East Division in Vihiga District. Population density is very sparse with scattered homesteads. The land is very sloping with medium gradient hills all draining into river Yala. 80% of the land is under agricultural activities, 15% is settlement area and 5% catchment’s area with clusters of remnant forests mainly left for ritual ceremonies example for circumcision. Small scale tea plantations are also seen of sizes ranging from 50 by 50 metres.
Cluster 13

This cluster spread both into Shivembe and Kaptenje villages mainly in Kirati and Jivovoli Sub Location all in Shamakhokho Location in Tiriki East Division. The area is a mountainous highland with up to 1666 meters above the sea level. There is intense cultivation of food and cash crop mainly tea plantations. Maize growing in the area is said by the locals not to be doing very well instead they have diverted to grow bananas and tea as cash crop. Tea growing is said to be very by the locals but the main issue is the market of the harvest. Eucalyptus woodlots along the catchments areas for commercial use is becoming an alarming issue as most of the small catchments area are drying up. The area is highly populated and the land size is becoming smaller and smaller. Few people in this area are seen with improved animals mainly dairy cows that are not managed well. Land conversion in the area goes back to 1930’s

Cluster 9

We went to start work in this cluster but it was impossible in that people in this area were unaware of our coming to work on their farms. The first farmer we went to his farm kept us waiting while trying to find out from the area chief and Division officer who inform him to chase us a way from his farm because either of them did not know of our where about. It forced us to go to Shamakhokho Location Chief to save the situation, since most of the locals were know gathering around us so we feared for our security. The chief in Shamakhokho could not do much but advised us next time to do sensitization in proper manner that is at the locational level in chief baraza’s this will make it easier to reach the local people instead of registered groups.

Cluster 15

This cluster spread into; Ishanda, Siekuti and Lari villages in Muhudu and Siekuti Sub locations, Shaviringa Location, Tiriki East Division in Vihiga District. The area is densely populated; sloping terrain and small streams are numerous in the area. Farming of marshy lands mainly a long drainage line is common in the area. The height above the sea level, range from 1400m to 1630m which seems to be very high. Area under agricultural production covers 70%, settlements covers 25% and water catchments covers 5%. The main crops grown in the area are; Maize, beans, sweet potatoes and small banana plantations of about 20 to 50 stocks in most homesteads. There are scattered plantation of tea of about 50 by 50 meters in size is also seen in the area.

Destruction of trees is an on going exercise in the area, mainly destruction of eucalyptus along the catchment’s area where they were mostly planted. Average size of farms in this area is between a quarter to half an acre in every homestead. Tree planted are mainly along the boundaries, homestead and few woodlots, but mostly planted tree are Eucalyptus spp. and other exotic tree e.g. Grevellea robusta, Casuarina spp. and Bischovia tree. The remnant indigenous trees are; Nandi flame, Albizia spp., Croton spp. and Psidium guajava.
Cluster 16
This cluster spread into Luguse and Kwirenyi villages in Luguse Sub Location, Khayega Location of Shinyalu Division in Kakamega District. The cluster borders river Yala in the south and government land in the north east. The land is sloping with small streams draining into river Yala. The government land is part of Kakamega national forest reserve, which was converted into farming land back in 1950’s until 2002 when all the agricultural activities were abandoned due to government intervention and stopping the activities. Since then the land lie fallow and only being used as grazing field by the locals upon payment of a fee per month depending on the number of cattle one owns.

The area is sparsely populated probably because it is at the border of Vihiga and Kakamega Districts. 90% of the land is under agricultural production, 5% of the land is grazing field and the remaining 5% is covered by marshy land mainly springs and small streams. The common planted crops are; maize, beans, sweet potatoes and banana plantation with a number of 20 to 60 stocks in every homestead farm. Scattered tea plantations of about 50 by 50 meters are also seen in the area. There is planting of tree along small streams and in small woodlots e.g. Eucalyptus ssp.

Observations
1. Sensitizations meeting need to be done in locational levels in chief ‘baraza’ in order to reach all the locals within the clusters this will enable work more easier for baseline staff to work without any interference with the locals even the chief of Shamakhokho location echoed the same sentiments.

2. Farming techniques used are not suitable in that they are ploughing down slopes up to the river banks without any conservation measures put in place.

3. There is a lot of vegetation destruction on the steep hills slopes mainly for constructions, timber and charcoal production.

4. There is encroachment into riparine woodland mainly for cultivation these.

5. Destruction of catchment’s areas is also an on going activity mainly destruction of Eucalyptus and woody vegetations for both timber and charcoal production.

6. Currently most of the hill slopes and hill tops remains with very sparse vegetation and some parts bare.

7. In clusters 15 & 16 there is no provision of planting trees for screening trials because the size of farms owned by the individuals’ farmers is very small. It is only possible to plant trees along the terraces and boundaries.
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