PAGE  

Ground-Truthing Visit to the Middle Nyando Block: Back to the Office Report

Background  1/12/2006

A visit was planned and made to the Middle Nyando block by Mr. Luka – -of ICRAF and Mr. M Shiluli of KARI – WKIEMP to 

1. Ascertain the boundaries of the block

2. Explore the possibilities of shifting the area planted to sugar out of the block

Terrain  

The southern end of the block is easier to maneuver and is more of plain land and ridges. The north Eastern part of the block is mountainous with very steep slopes and progressing towards the northern end. The central part is mountainous with deep valleys and steep slopes. It is highly inaccessible by road. The western part is fairly accessible.

From the terrain it is obvious that it is going to require much more efforts, time and resources to work in the block compare (see attached map of the block). This is especially with regard to the implementation of bio-physical and socio-economic baselines which involve tremendous walking.

Farming systems 

The southern part which Ochoaria, Nyando and Siwot have considerable portion of land under small scale sugar being outgrowers of Muhoroni and Chemilil sugar companies. The farms have some land allocated to sugarcane while the rest is for meeting the food production needs. Given this scenario we recommend that the block be preserved as it is because these sugar farmers have portions of land that are highly degraded and will require to be rehabilitated. These farmers need to diversify their agricultural activities to include high value trees and thus minimize dependency on a single commodity.

The Eastern side is mainly under coffee production and some livestock that were crosses. The western part has a similar farming system except that there also some sugar cane grown. It was not possible to access the central and northern parts of the block and thus not possible to ascertain the agricultural occupations of the farmers there.  
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