Progress report of Middle Yala Block from 11th  – 13th April 2007

By Joash Mango 

The main objective of the biophysical work is to characterize the landform, soil types and vegetation, they by giving their conditions and the ecological indicators.

The biophysical baseline survey in Middle Yala block resumed back from 11th to 13th April 2007 of which we did two clusters that are 5 and 9.

Cluster 5

This cluster falls in Mashigaro Village, Vokoli Sub Location, and Wodanga Location in Sabatia division of Vihiga district. The inhabitants of this area are having big size of land for cultivation, the sizes ranges from three to five acres of land. The area is sparsely populated with homesteads are distance apart. In this cluster there is river Mugasia that drains to the main river Yala. Farmers have planted tea as cash crop in the area.

The land in this cluster appears to be a continuous cropland and it conversion goes back to 1900’s. A lot of trees are seen to have been planted in the past mainly Eucalyptus ssp and in the recent most of the trees have been cut down for timber. Riparine woodlot are scattered within the cluster but there is indication of destruction apart from few farmers who have tried to conserve some. Eucalyptus trees planted in the catchment’s area’s are drying the area this is from the experience of the inhabitants of the area as they say there used to be a lot of spring water in those area before they planted the trees but after plantation the springs have dried up.

The are indigenous trees planted in the area mainly the following; Markhemia lutea .The yield of crops like maize and beans are very low due to insufficient fertility in the area. Atleast each farmers in the cluster has a plantation of bananas in their farmers. In this cluster land is a very sensitive issue and one cannot step in one another farm without permission as opposed to the upper part of the block.

Cluster 9

This cluster falls in Butiti Village, Jivovoli Sub Location, and Shamakhokho Location in Hamisi division of Vihiga district. The population in this area is sparsely distributed and the land sizes are big mainly planted with tea ranging from five to ten acres. There is few catchments area but most of them are drying up due to Eucalyptus tree’s planted.

Farming methods used in the area is very poor in that they are ploughing down stream this is increasing soil erosion in the area and this has contributed to loss of top soil hence reduction of fertility. The crops yield are very low as compared to the previous years, maize and beans are stunted and yellowish indication of lack of nitrogen.Exotic tree’s planted in the area seems to be doing very well e.g. Grevellea robusta and Markhemia lutea. It is in this cluster that we were chased away by the farmers not to work on their farms because they had no idea of our coming. This time round they were well coming due to the sensitization that was done in the area. 

Recommendations

1. There is high need to teach the farmers the best way to do farming in sloping lands.

2. There is also need to tell farmers the long-term effect of planting Eucalyptus tree’s in the catchments areas.

3. Framers should be told the importance of the riparine woodlot and the reasons to conserve them.

4. The sensitizations should be done in the location level within the cluster area in order not to bring disagreement between the baselines staff and farmers. 

