SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY REPORT IN MIDDLE NYANDO

                              27th June-20thJuly 2007

· The survey kicked of on 27th June in middle Nyando.

· We had a rough time locating the clusters because the rains were too much thus leading to wet roads which are in very poor condition; we had to walk for long distances looking for homesteads.

· Most of the clusters fell on top of the hills so accessing them was very difficult.

· We managed to work in 12 clusters in 4weeks, the 13th cluster we managed to interview 3households.

· Almost all the farms are being managed by squatters.

                                    CLUSTER DESCRIPTION

Cluster 1

· Falls in Koru and Fort Tenan Sub-location, Kipsamwe and Ochoria Villages.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· It’s a hilly shrub land and homes are sparsely populated.

· It was a very difficult cluster as the roads were destroyed by livestock.

· They grow sugarcane for commercial purposes.

· They also grow maize and complain about weevils [Osama] destroying food grains.

· Also complained about soil erosion and requested to be trained on soil conservation measures.

· Welcomed the tree planting idea but need to be trained on how to manage them.

Cluster 2

· Falls in Koru Sub-location, Mission, Kambi Awendo and Wanainchi Villages.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· It’s fairly a flat land and homes are fairly distributed.

· It’s also a settlement scheme with various communities and tribes.

· Most of the farmers grow sugarcane as a cash crop.

· They plant maize as a food crop.

· Crop pests[weevils] or as they call it Osama is a major destruction of their produce[maize]

· Complained about ticks as there are no dips around.

· Were willing to plant trees.

Cluster 3

· Falls in Ogwedhi and Koru Sub-location, Mission Village.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· It’s a shrub land and also a settlement scheme.

· Homes are sparsely distributed and the terrain is fairly flat.

· Almost everybody has grown sugarcane for commercial purposes.

· Maize production is on very small scales.

· They use improved seeds and urea when top dressing.

· Rear both local and high breeds’ livestock.

· Crop pests were major concern in this area.

· They were willing to plant tree.

Cluster 4

· Falls in Koru and Ogwedhi Sub-location, Ogwedhi Village.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· It’s a shrub land while some parts are hilly.

· Homes sparsely populated and it’s also a settlement scheme with various communities and tribes.

· Majority venture on sugarcane farming and coffee production.

· Grow maize as a food crop and also complain about weevils destroying their food grains.

· Close to this cluster is Homalime where a lot of research is being done on various agricultural practices like coffee, sugarcane, maize and livestock products.

· Ticks are rampant yet there is no dip around.

· Soil erosion well curbed by use of stone gabions especially on the hills.

· Welcomed the idea of tree planting.

Cluster 5

· Falls in Ochoria and Fort Tenan Sub-location, Karose and Kipsamwe Villages.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· It’s a hilly shrub land, homes sparsely distributed and access very poor.

· It’s also a settlement scheme.

· A few farmers grow sugarcane while the rest practice small scale farming.

· Osama a major threat on the grains yet no proper pesticide has been found.

· Main source of water is River Nyando.

· Complained about water logging during the rains.

· Were willing to plant trees.

Cluster 6

· Falls in Fort Tenan and Kandege Sub-locations, Kandege Village.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· It’s a shrub land and also a settlement scheme.

· Falls at the foot of the hill where homes are fairly distributed.

· Some parts of the cluster do experience water logging during the rains.

· A few farmers have sugarcane farms while the rest do small scale farming.

· Their main source of water is from the River.

· Most of the farmers complained about stock theft thus sleeping with their livestock in houses.

· Weevils [Osama] a major threat to food grains.

· Vertinary officers unavailable and when called upon they take long to come.

· They were willing to plant trees.

Cluster 9

· Falls in Ochoria Sub-location, Karose Village.

· 10 households interviewed.

· It’s a hilly shrub land and homes sparsely distributed.

· Some farmer own large pieces of land of up to 135 acres.

· A few farmers grow sugarcane while majority do small scale farming.

· Some of the farmers are very far from the river thus had to walk for long distances.

· Osama is a major threat to the food grains.

· A lot of deforestation is going on the hill tops, though they welcomed the idea of tree planting.

Cluster 10

· Falls in Kandege Sub-location, Kagai Village.

· 10 households interviewed.

· It’s a shrub land, fairly flat on the area we worked in, homes were sparsely distributed.

· Few farmers grow sugarcane even though most of them are into small scale farming.

· Complained about water logging during rainy season thus leading to poor crop yield.

· Ticks major problem in this area.

· Vertinary officers unavailable leading to deaths in livestock.

· Were willing to plant trees.

Cluster 13

· Falls in Rift Valley province, Siwot Sub-location, Sarwa and Chepkosa Villages.

· 10 households interviewed.

· The terrain is very difficult, steep hills and rifts, the homes are sparsely distributed.

· Have idegenous trees on the hill tops.

· Complained about water logging during heavy rains.

· They are small scale farmers of both food crops and livestock.

· Tsetse flies were a major concern here.

· Soil erosion well prevented by the use of stone gabions.

· Were willing to plant trees.

Cluster 14

· Falls in Chilchila, Koisagat and Siwot Sub-locations, Siwot, Ruandet, Kiptenden and Fort Tenan Villages.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· Terrain is a hilly shrub land and homes sparsely distributed.

· A few farmers have sugarcane farms while most of them have maize and beans farm.

· They rear local cow breeds because they are easy to manage.

· Main source of water is river but some are very far away from water source.

· Willing to plant trees but need to be trained.

Cluster 15

· This cluster is in Rift Valley and therefore it’s on a valley.

· Worked in Chilchila Koisagat Kokwet and Fort Tenan Sub-locations, Murgut and Cherara Villages.

· 10 households interviewed.

· It’s a shrub land with deafforestation happening on the hill tops.

· A major river cuts across the cluster dividing the various sub-locations.

· Unlike other clusters this is not a settlement scheme and so only the Kipsigis community resides here.

· Most of them rear local livestock breeds and do free grazing.

· They also practice small scale farming for both subsistence and commercial purposes.

· Willing to plant trees but requested to be trained on how to manage them.

        Cluster 11

· Falls in Fort Tenan Sub-location, Sauset Village.

· It’s a sloppy shrub land, homes sparsely distributed and also a settlement scheme.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· Farmers grow sugarcane as a commercial crop while majority practice small scale farming of maize and beans.

· They plant improved maize seeds and use urea for top dressing.

· They also rear local cattle breeds and do free grazing.

· Ticks are a major concern here because there are no dips around.

· Soil erosion well prevented by the use of stone gabions and planting Napier grass.

· Were willing to plant trees.

    Cluster 16

· Falls in Kokwet Sub-lacation, Mugut Village.

· It’s a hilly shrub land and homes are spaselydistributed.

· In this cluster the terrain is very difficult as homes are concentrated on one side.

· 10 households were interviewed.

· Farmers grow maize and beans but concentrate a lot on coffee as their major cash crop.

· We found out that almost 5 points felt in one farm, that’s one household.

· Farmers plant improved seeds and use urea for top dressing.

· Soil erosion is well curbed by the use of stone gabions and terraces.

· Complain about how to market their farm produce because the roads are impassible, so they were requesting if they could be assisted.

· They rear both local and cross breed livestock, milk produced is sold to the locals.

· Ticks a major concern here as there are no dips around

Cluster 7

· Falls in Kadenge Sub-location, Sauset Village.

· It’s a valley and some parts are swampy with very few homesteads.

· 3 households were interviewed.

· We were forced to work in homes bordering the cluster.

