8th-12th progress report

This week I did work both in the office and field.

Office:

Completed entering data from the biophysical team for M.Nyando

I’m remaining with one cluster (16) to complete data entry from the infiltration team from the same region.

I’ve also started working on plot characterization data from lower Yala screening trials.
Field:

I took a visitor with me to lower Nyando and went to Kalacha. We met the group’s coordinator and eventually some group members joined us. The visitor was from Germany by the name Thomas. The coordinator took us round the areas they are rehabilitating explaining every point we reached. The visitor left satisfied.
We also managed to have a quick look at Kowala degraded area which is also being rehabilitated. We were rushing because Thomas was to board a Bus to Kampala which was scheduled to departure at 2.00 pm same day.
I managed to visit 12 screening trials plots in lower Yala and made the following observations:

· Croton macrostachyus are fast healing from the past attacks after spraying.

· Albizias are responding very slowly to the chemical used but we still need to give another 2 weeks or so to observe their status.

· Termite destruction is still emerging very strongly in the area mainly attacking grevillea for the 12 plots Visited.

· Another problem that has cropped up is the infection of Senna siamea. They swell at the base about five centimeters from the ground, turn black then start drying off. One quarter of the plot is already affected. It needs quick attention for immediate action to be taken to arrest the situation. This observation was in one plot. 
Suggestion:

There is need to visit all senna siamea plots in lower Yala screening plots and observe their status. 

