LY January 2007 progress Report

Introduction

Screening trials in Lower Yala has been spread in ten sub locations of Wagai division. The sub locations are Rera, Dienya East, Onyinyore, Kambare, Uriri, Wagai East, Wagai West, Kanyadet Ndori and Gombe. The block has an area of (10*10) km2 that partially runs into some sub locations in Yala and Kombewa divisions of which Yala division has a bigger area covered by the block as opposed to Kombewa division. Farmers in some sub locations (Ramula, Lihanda and Uranga) in Yala division were approached on the issue of tree planting but they responded negatively saying that they were reserving their farms for MVP that was giving them farm inputs and crops that are perennial with immediate yield expectations as opposed to trees which will take 7-10 year before they could start harvesting. With the negative attitude on their mind, we decided to leave them though some realized later the importance of trees in the ecosystem and the need to incorporate them with other crops come to us for the trials but unfortunately, we had already meet the target we were looking for although we promised to deliver some assorted tree seedlings to interested farmers for afforestation purposes.

Screening plots

We have identified, characterized both plants/ soils and sampled 160 plots for screening trials in lower Yala block the plot sizes are 30*30 m2. We have done infiltration in 45 farms out the targeted 50 farms randomly selected. We anticipate to end the process of infiltration in the first week of February 2007 though it has been very challenging putting in consideration transport, climatic changes and logistic aspects involved, we have been unable to overcome some of these challenges hence these has affected our time frame for completing infiltration by some 3weeks. Without the challenges mentioned above, infiltration initially was supposed to take 8 weeks to clear the plot/farm(s) mentioned above. 

Achievements

· We’ve managed to mobilize and identify 160 farmers in Lower Yala to provide us space in their farms to establish screening trials.

· Managed to carryout plant/soil(s) characterization and soil samples within the given time frame in 160 farms in lower Yala.

· Collaborate freely with other stakeholders in the project e.g. Kari and ministry agriculture.

Plan

· From the second week of February, we need to visit farmers who have finished to prepare holes to start back filling them after mixing the top soil with compost manure ready for tree planting.

· To give encourage to those who haven’t finished preparing to finish them and move to the next process.  

· We would suggest to start tree planting as from the last week of February incase the rains continue as in the current situation. .

Summery table for screening trials in Lower Yala

	No of screening plots measured and characterized
	No of screening plots done infiltration
	Remarks

	160
	46
	· Both soils/ plants were characterized in 160 identified plots and soil samples collected upto to a depth of 50cm from each. Soil samples were collected in 4 locations using Y- frame method which also formed 4 sub-plots in the entire plot of 30*30m2 for the plant density measurements. The soil samples collected from the 4 sub-plots were compo sited then one sample collect for each Depth (0-20; 20-50) cm

· Infiltration is supposed to be done randomly for 50 plots out of the selected 160 plots. 2 infiltrations are done per plot, which are being run co-currently. This will gives us a total of 100 infiltrations done at the end of the exercise. 


   Summery table of farmers with screening plots/ sub location   
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Rera

32

Dienya East

25

Onyinyore

10

Kambare

10

Uriri

8

Wagai East

11

Wagai west

2

Kanyadet

27

Ndori

11

Gombe

24


Note:

Variation in the number of farmers per sub location has been caused most probably by the level at which sensitization was done.   
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		Name of Sublocation		No. of Farmers with screening plots/sublocation

		Rera		32

		Dienya East		25

		Onyinyore		10

		Kambare		10

		Uriri		8

		Wagai East		11

		Wagai west		2

		Kanyadet		27

		Ndori		11

		Gombe		24






