Progress report of Lower Yala Block from 13th – 17th November 2006

By Joash Mango and Isaac Leramo
The main objective of the biophysical work is to characterize the landform, soil types and vegetation, they by giving the condition and the ecological indicators.

We did a total of three and half cluster comprising of thirty five plots.
Observation
1. The range condition is generally poor due to the impact caused by overgrazing and fuel wood harvesting in the area.

2. The vegetation cover is evergreen

3. Soil types range from depth to shallow soils.

4. The most common shrubs include psidium guajava, Carissa edulis, Rhus Vulgaris.
5. The most common tree’s are include markhemia lutea, Bridellia micranthus, Acacia Polyacantha, Albizia ssp.
Constraints.
1. The nature of the terrain of the last three clusters was not very good due to nature of the place we had to wait for thirty minutes trying to chase snake away from it territory since it was our sampling point.
2. We had the plots a cross the river, so we had to cross the river back and fourth.
3. We were like forced to ask for forgiveness and introduce ourselves in some communities since they were not aware of what we were doing  example part of the block is in Yala division, Uranga sub location but sensitization was only done in Wagai division.
4. It was also time consuming going through thickets in the area.
Recommendations

1. It is of good to involve the neighbouring village in the sensitization of the work thereby alerting the area chief or the assistant chief.
2. Trees screening trials needs to be distributed in each cluster for the uniformity these will also create awareness in the area we are sampling.
