Progress report of Lower Nzoia Block from 8th –11th January 2007

By Joash Mango and Isaac Learamo

The main objective of the biophysical work is to characterize the landform, soil types and vegetation cover, there by giving the conditions and the ecological indicators.

The criteria of choosing the clusters to be done depend on the situation on the ground. At the meantime the drier parts are to be covered leaving the wetter and flooded parts to dry. The last week exercise covered three clusters. The clusters spread across West Ugenya location and in two sub locations namely West Masat and East Masat sub location, Ukwala division in Siaya district. The clusters covered are 12, 15 and 16. Clusters 12 and 16 are in Masat East and 15 in Masat West sub location.

The area is on a plateau and level land. Most of it under farming mainly with Maize, sweet potatoes and a variety of cassava crop which is dominant but not very much desired by the community. The area is sparsely populated with scattered homesteads. Most of the area lie fallow and abandoned cassava crop which is poorly managed. The conversion goes back to 1930’s from wooded perennial grassland. There is a lot of destruction of most important tree’s example Albizia ssp for charcoal production in Masat East cluster 16, with presence of hard settings and scraped soils.

Most of cluster 12 remained in good condition and soils are relatively deep. Clusters 15 are a bit populated and adjacent to Nzoia River. The destruction of the land cover is a bit less, this is most probably because the community is getting income generation through sand harvesting and canoe business by transporting people across the river.

TIMINGS

We are doing three clusters in 4 days per week equivalent to 30 plots. We have covered 6 clusters remaining a total of 10 clusters to do. The ten cluster will be done as follows; 3 clusters in week 2, another 3 clusters in week 3 and the last 4 cluster to be done in week 4 this will need us to take all the five days in a week to finish the cluster.
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