Progress report of Lower Nzoia Block from 15th – 19th January 2006
By Joash Mango and Isaac Learamo

The main objective of the biophysical work is to characterize the landform, soil types and vegetation cover, there by giving the general conditions on the ground and the ecological indicators.
The work resumed back on the week 3 which covered clusters; 2, 3 and 6.The clusters conditions are as follows;
Cluster 2

This cluster mainly covered East Bunyala location, Ruambwa sub location, Budalangi division Busia district apart from few plots which landed into Nyadorera ‘A’ sub location in Usonga location, Uranga division Siaya district. 
This cluster lies in a depression and surrounded by ranges of hills which forms a catchment’s area and a seasonally flooding area especially during the prolonged rainfalls. Most of the area is under farming with mainly the following crops; Sorghum, Cassava, and Sweet potatoes. Numerous farms have been abandoned and lie fallow because of frequent floods and soils type is silty clay which usually cracks during the dry season. The common indigenous tree species are; Albizia ssp, Acacia seyal, Acacia elatior and Ficus ssp. Planted exotic tree are as follows; Grevellia robusta and Eucalyptus ssp.
In this cluster the locals and Chiefs where not aware of what we were doing in the area and even some of them mistaken us to be land survey people who want to snatch the land a way from them. The locals were seen grouping into small groups talking until they called the chief to ask us about our where about, we hard rough time explaining to the different groups what we are and what we are doing and importance of the work plus the out come afterwards.

Cluster 3
This cluster is made up of hills and foot slopes. The cluster covers Nabalaki village in Namuduru sub location, Mbwiri location, Funyula division in Busia district. The area is sparsely populated with scattered homestead, a third of the land is under farming and the remaining three quarter is formation of thickets with composition of different plant species mainly the following species; Euclea divinnorum, Rhus natalensis, Harissonia abyssinica, Grewia bicolor, Grewia similes, Albizia ssp, Teclea nobilis and Securinega ssp.
The exotic tree planted seems to be doing well in this area and they are; Grevellia ssp and Eucalyptus ssp but the locals prefer grevellia than the eucalyptus. The hills are called Mande hills, they are well vegetated on the top and it appears to have been heavily destructed in the past especially for charcoal and fuel wood production. Main crops in the area still remain cassava, maize and sweet potatoes.
Cluster 6
This cluster covers Kageng village, Sifuyo west sub location, Ugenya west location, Ukwala division in Siaya district. This cluster lie between Nzoia river, Mahawa swamp and partly to the north covers the over flow of Mulambo dam. Most of the cluster is swampy with no activities taking place. In the eastern side of the cluster the floods from Nzoia River destroys a lot of crops. Therefore the communities have occupied a narrow strip of land with less agricultural activities taking place. 

Fruit trees are mainly mangoes and bananas seems to be doing very well. Indigenous tree species in the area are as follows; Markhemia lutea, Croton ssp, Terminalia browni and Albizia ssp. Due to the swampy nature of the area it forced us to abandoned one of the plot which was falling inside the swamp so we could not access it by a distance of 60 meters, an alternative plot was selected and measurement done.
Recommendations
1. There is high need to sensitize the communities before such work is carried out more so where there is two different communities bordering each other in order not to bring conflict between the two groups especially on the issue of land and boundary. 

2. The schools should be involved in the planting of the tree in the area as advised by one of the head teacher where one of our plots landed in.  
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