Report on meeting in Kokoto site Lower Nyando Block on 4th May 2007

By Joash Mango and Isaac Learamo

The communities against KARI a partner in the WKIEMP project convened the meeting in Kokoto rehabilitation site on 4th May 2007 to address the issues, which emerged during the World Bank visit, and to do away with the planned demonstration. ICRAF staffs were present to cool the situation and look for the best way forward.

Attendance

1. Joash Mango -
ICRAF

2. Isaac Learamo – ICRAF

3. Eddy Ouko – Chairman community based organization (CBO)

4. Hellen Owour – Secretary rehabilitation site

5. Nashon Olonde – Chairman rehabilitation site

6. Maria Apiyo – Member

7. Ann Okumu - Member

8. Ludia Akello – Member

9. Hellen Akech – Member

10. Irene Omondi – Member

11. Florence Olonde – Member

12. Caren Achach – Member

13. Grace Odhiambo – Member

14. Peres A. Omondi – Member

15. Priscah Ollando – Member

16. Stephen Oyugi – Treasurer rehabilitation site

17. Domnic Achach Oyugi – Village elder

18. Lydia Otieno – Member

19. Risper Ondiek – Member

20. Rose Otieno – Member

21. Donata Abuna – Member

22. Irene Onyango – Member

23. Emily Okumu – Member

24. Monica Oburu – Member

25. Maria Akello – Member

26. Rose Ogol – Member

27. Caren Guya – Member

28. Gladys Otieno – Member

29. Patronal Omollo – Member

30. Phedalis Ogol – Member

31. Eunice Ouma – Member

32. Maritha Akach – Member

33. Erastus Akach – Member

34. Phoebe Odhiambo – Member

35. Elizabeth Owidi – Member

36. Hellen Ojura – Member

37. Margaret Odek – Member

38. Esther Owour - Member

39. Margaret Goo – Member

40. Benta Omondi – Member

Agenda’s

a) Rehabilitation work progress

b) Promises that were made by KARI

c) The way forward

The meeting started at 2:30pm with a word of prayer from one of the community member. Then there was introduction that was done by Eddy Owour. ICRAF staff told the community to be free and speak the truth of what transpired between them and KARI and who in particular come and made the promises as the whole thing will help to find the best way forward. The meeting addressed the following issues as discussed below in this order:

Min: 1/a Rehabilitation work progress

We wanted to know the progress of work in the rehabilitation site and the number of seedlings that have been planted. All the 4500 assorted seedlings that were given to them have been planted and management is going on. They need more seedlings of which we promise to take to them, they also requested if we can do grass reseeding in some of the bare patches, we told them we are going to sort out with the office so that we can see how to go about that. The community was very happy in that we promise to start work of rehabilitation in the degraded area and we did so even some changes are being noticed through observation of the community. They thank ICRAF for that and they were very sorry for any inconveniences caused to ICRAF during the World Bank visit as they thought that was the only place they could say there problems as they do usually not see KARI people. We told them next time they should not repeat the same mistake again in front of visitors and they promise not to do so only for the sake of ICRAF. 

Min: 1/b Promises that were made by KARI

Hellen Owour – Secretary rehabilitation site said that the particular date she couldn’t remember but they had a meeting with KARI staff that is Mr. Obaga and Mr. Rotich who told them the part they were to take part in this WKIEMP project within the community. They promised they would do the following listed things within the community:

a) Poultry keeping

b) Bee keeping

c) Horticulture

The whole things were to be cost sharing between the community and the Project on the side of KARI. They were told to form common interest groups of which they did so and they went a heard to contribute the needed things on the side of community that were the following: 

a) Poles for making poultry house

b) Local chickens

c) Poultry feeds

On the side of KARI they were suppose to contribute and assist in the following things:

a) Construction of the poultry house

b) Improved cockerels (hens) to cross breed with the local ones to produce improved chickens in the end.

c) Seeds for horticultural 

All the promises have not been fulfilled this has lead to conflicts within the communities members themselves as some of them have attacked community leaders has have made a plot with KARI to cone them their properties even one of the committee leaders was almost attacked by the community. These forced the chairman to intervene and gave back all the contributed things back to the communities members except the poultry feeds that are still in the chairman home.

The way forward

Both the project partners that are KARI/ICRAF should go the ground and solve the issue with the community to enhance the good relationship between the project and the communities.

