Progress report of Lower Nyando Block from 11th-15th and 22nd December 2006

By Joash Mango and Isaac Leramo
The main work is to characterize the screening trials in Nyando lower block as well as to monitor the progress of work in the degraded areas.
We had to go round and characterize the plots with the resource people who main work is to select and do measurement for the screening trials plot in lower block of Nyando. The resource people had selected the following plots;

Valentine Awiti: He had selected, measured and pegged a total of 28 plots of which 16 plots are ready for planting. One of the plot selected the owner withdraw from the screening trials plots to woodlot this is because both the sons had the share of the land but only one of them was interested for planting trees this made the space for planting to be reduced.
Lukas Owiti: He had selected, measured and pegged a total of 11 plots of which only 3 plots are ready for planting.
Esther Anyango: She had selected, measured and pegged a total of 19 plots of which only 9 plots are ready for planting.

Daudi Keter: He had selected, measured and pegged a total of 8 plots of which 3 are ready for planting. 

In total, the resource people have done 66 plots and a total of 31 plots are ready for planting.

For the screening trials, we have characterized 54 plots in total. The plots in which infiltrations have been done are 26 in total, equaling 50 infiltrations since two infiltrations are being done per plot. 

On 13th December 2006: We had a meeting in Olasi with the community. Some of the Agenda addressed were as follows;
1. ICRAF are of work

2. Tree planting awareness

3. Tree management

4. Criteria for selecting screening trials

5. A.O.B

Attendance.

1. Joash Mango- ICRAF, Technician

2. Isaac Leramo- ICRAF, Technician

3. Lukas Owiti- Resource person, Nyando

4. Erastus Ombija Oywa- Assistant Chief, East Kano Location

5. Agostino Omamo- Community policing officer, Nyando
6. Charles Ogada- Constituency development fund chairman, Nyando

All the invited farmers plus the farmers interested in the tree planting attended.

We explained to the farmers the kind of area needed for screening trials that is it should be a degraded area the farmer has abandoned that can not do well in terms of agricultural production. We also explained to participants why we are really   insisting to be working within the block this is because one of the participant wanted the tree planting to be extended to other area but we could not do so because we are suppose to work within the block but neighboring farmers can be given tree to plant as woodlot on their farms.
Some of the participants wanted fruits tree’s beside the tree’s we are promoting for screening trials.

Degraded areas
Kowalla rehabilitation site
The Kowalla environmental rehabilitation group is really fairing on well with the work of gulley rehabilitation and other activities of runoff harvesting by channeling them to the ponds dugged by the individual farmers of the group. The group has started working on a new gulley head of which we took to them the following seedlings that was planted on the gulley to act as buffer to prevent enlargement of the gulley;

1. Acacia passiflora, 100 seedlings
2. Acacia polycantha, 100 seedlings
The work is being monitored well due to the activity form introduced by ICRAF to be filled per date and activity done plus the attendance on that particular date.
Kalacha rehabilitation site

We went to the site to monitor the progress of the work in fact the gulley is healing up there is re-growth of the grass on the flow of the gulley. The seedlings given by ICRAF and planted by group are growing well. The ‘fanya juu’ made by the group on the flow of the gulley to prevent soil erosion has help a lot this has stop the erosion of the soil. In this site in short rains no seedlings have been planted.
Kokoto rehabilitation site

In fact the Kokoto pan user group has gain a lot of momentum of work in the rehabilitation site. The lower part of the site has been fenced by the group using local available resources to prevent movement of cattle in the site. The group has also made 200 holes ready to be planted by seedlings provided by ICRAF.
The group provided us with the structure as follows;

Executive office;

1. Chairman- Nashon Olonde

2. Vice Chairman- Tom Swa

3. Secretary- Hellen Owour

4. Assistant Secretary- Petronala Omollo

5. Treasurer- Stephen Oyugi

The committee is comprised of the following members;
1. Flora Sombe

2. Evance Oyugi

3. Eddy Ouko

4. Leonard Awando

5. Margaret Odek
The group also provided the following by laws governing both water pan and rehabilitation site;
Water pan by laws 
1. Whoever fails to provide labor is bared from using the pan

2. Bathing and washing utensils direct from drainage side is illegal

3. Putting any odd material or substance is illegal

4. All members are responsible for the care of the pan

5. One who fails to render service is to pay affine of Ksh. 50 every month
Rehabilitation area by laws
1. Whoever is found grazing, fetching firewood or interfering with the rehabilitation area must be forced to rectify the damage done or pay a fee of Ksh. 100 to the committee.

2. Any planted tree must be protected from Livestock and human destruction.

3. No free grazing as allowed in the rehabilitation area

4. Cutting down of trees is not allowed in the rehabilitation or degraded area.

5. All the community members are responsible for the care of the rehabilitation area.

6. All the above rules must be obeyed, followed and failure to a bid by there will be legal action to be taken by both the committee and the provincial administration.  

The group also provided us with lengthy letter citing some of the promises made by KARI which have not been implemented in fact they said in the letter that KARI is like tourist in the community and ICRAF work in the rehabilitation site is monitored well and agreed by the ICRAF approach.
The group is comprised of 50 members
On 22nd December 2006 we took 200 seedlings of Acacia ssp to be planted in the rehabilitation site.
Lekwenyi rehabilitation site

We did not make appoint of going to Lekwenyi this is because the bridge to the place was swept by the rains so nothing has been heard or done on this site.
Kisumu Office

It has been not very smooth working in the office with Dr Anja absence; this is because when I do call Nairobi to talk to Dr Lou on issue concerns with field work Nicholas does not feel very good about he thinks he has been passed or not involved in the conversation. This made the work very difficult because he refused to acknowledge the travel form filled for our work in Lower Nzoia. The office is also giving rude answers to the questions asked to them. 
Recommendations

1. Besides promoting the indigenous trees to be planted in the screening trials it is also advisable to give farmers fruit tree to plant within their farm this will make the farmers take care of both the trees knowing very well that they will get fruits and fuel wood in the long run.

2.  The management of the field work should not be the work of the administration this can only be done by the field technicians and the bosses concerned, this office is not a military camp where information should pass every officer.
3. There is more need to clarify to Kokoto pan user community that the group nursery is to be supported by the Friends of Katuk Odeyo (FOKO) funded by Nile basin initiative.

4. The promises made by KARI should be implemented or else KARI will found themselves to be blamed since the community has lost faith on them.
