Checklist by-law case study
H 3.2 In terms of enforcing sustainable land use practices by enhancing tree growing activities effective by-laws play an active role pursuing common action.
H 3.3 The establishment of effective by-laws elaborated on a participatory basis by the community will ensure the guarantee of secure carbon stocks for future investors by planted trees
What kind of by-laws do you follow that target tree growing activities in-/ directly?

Who established and who has to follow these by-laws? Are they written done?
What was the reason for their establishment?

Who is positively as well as negatively affected by these by-laws (tree growing farmers vs. livestock keepers)? Conflicts by interest groups like grazers and farmers/ tree growers; what are the benefits to winners vs. effects on losers? Did you have any negotiations?

Who is responsible for the enforcement of the by-laws? What are the consequences in terms of infringement (moral persuasion/ conscience vs. fine in cash)?

Is everybody aware of the existing by-laws?

What about their effectiveness? Have you identified any failures/ weak points of the existing by-laws?

What about customary behavior and by-laws (like taboos, norms)?

How would you assess the importance of by-laws in terms of common/ individual livelihood & development?
What do you think about establishing by-laws in order to have a secure tree cover over time and space? E.g. like …
… everybody who cuts a live tree, shall plant two trees
… ensure the planted ones are protected and well looked after
… all persons who own private woodlots on hills and want to clear their woodlots must first seek approval and advice from forest department, local council, and local chiefs on how best to harvest the woodlot without triggering soil erosion or other environmental degradation and biodiversity loss
… appropriate tree species shall be planted not less than 3m on both sides of roads
… only agroforestry trees shall be planted on the boundary or terraces of neighboring households’ plots
( Need to sensitize farmers/ make farmers aware about bylaws, educate them on the benefits of complying with the bylaws, e.g. access to loans 

Customary institutions are ambiguous in terms of bylaws, like taboos, norms that pursue natural resource conservation outcomes; need to enact formal bylaws in compliance with existing bylaws, however consistent with customary bylaws (written down)

How can by-laws best be drawn up? How can they be enforced? Working together of communities in creating policies, e.g. fencing, grazing, maintaining and protecting planted trees. What are the consequences in terms of infringement?

By-laws can conserve agroforestry practices that can be threatened by traditional land-use practices like free-grazing (need to enact certain by-laws on local basis by traditional authorities; question of effectiveness and further strengthening; by-laws as local laws)

Effectiveness depends on the scope of the problem, socio-cultural characteristic of the community + type of farming system (e.g. integration of livestock)

Land is “private” resource, but in terms of grazing “common” resource; importance of by-laws?

More effective in men-led societies due to stronger leadership; Enforcement by chief!

Who is responsible for their enactment, documentation, awareness-rising by farmers (understanding), law enforcement, follow-up activities?

In terms of law enforcement, based on moral persuasion/ conscience vs. cash fines (cash economy, i.e. break-up of solidarity in the village – important to have a good social fabric + leadership! ( Conflict between local decision-making and centralized political power (common legislation)!

Policy dialogue: social institutions + local networks (way of communication)

Monitoring, who is responsible and who is bearing the costs?

Best establishment by local consultation (participation) of groups involved in the issue

Central points: what is the objective, e.g. control of free-grazing, and what can be done to support the enforcement (awareness/ information/ highlighting of benefits?)

Not faster, if by-laws are written down

In terms who is not following, what kind of farmers, depending on wealth, education, land pressure also due to agricultural potential (population density), customary land tenure, urbanization 
The establishment of effective by-laws elaborated on a participatory basis by the community will ensure the guarantee of secure carbon stocks for future investors by planted trees
