BRIEF BIOPHYSICAL BASELINE SURVEY. 4TH WEEK REPORT(UPPER NYANDO BLOCK)

The survey took place between 22nd-25th October 2007 of which 3 clusters equivalent to 30 sampling plots and 9 infiltrations was successfully done. The clusters covered are 7,8 and 12.

CLUSTER7

The cluster spreads into Macheisok sub- location in Kipkelion Division/District. Formerly, the area name was Ingle wood farm during the white settlers’ time. The conversion took place between 1969 and 1973 from a wooded grassland to agricultural production land. The land is sloping/mountainous highland and a small stream runs across the cluster which drains into Kipchorian River a major tributary of Nyando River.

CLUSTER 8
The cluster falls under former Sugutek farm, Kalyet sub location, Lemotit location, londiani Division in Kipkelion District. Population density is very sparse and the conversion first took place in 1973. The land used to be under wheat during the white settlers’ period, and converted into an Agricultural production land in 1970s.

Currently, the land is mostly under maize crop, with an exception of few people with small scale wheat fields. Pyrethrum fields and scattered small scale vegetable gardens – mainly with Cabbages, Onions, Kales and Pumpkins.

Enclosures with pastures are also seen in every homestead for livestock grazing – mainly with Natural grasses.

CLUSTER 12

The cluster spreads into Jagoror sub location, Kipsirichet location, Londiani Division, in Kipkelion District.

The area is on a plateau and formerly wheat growing area during the white settlers’ time. It was converted to maize crop in 1969. Currently it is under intensive cultivation and the soils appear to be exhausted. 

The area is potential for hay growing and also scattered vegetable gardens – mainly of cabbage, onions and Tomatoes in seasonal wet soils. Paddocks of pastures are also seen mainly close to homesteads for livestock, with natural grasses.

