Progress Report ICRAF (KARI)
By Anja Boye; End-April
1) Bio-physical baseline

In the month of April no bio-physical baseline data was collected. This was due to the fact that the block of Middle Yala was not fully sensitized until April XX and secondly, the rains came and the team shifted to plating activities in Lower Nyando: Screening trials and degraded areas.

The team is expecting to commence baseline data collection in May.
2) Socio-economic baseline

The socio-economic team commenced work in Middle Yala on April 10th and collected information from the following clusters and sub-locations (black indicates sub-locations sampled in April, whereas blue indicates sub-locations sampled in March). So far, the following sub-locations and clusters have been sampled:

	Sub location
	Cluster
	No. Households interviewed

	Mudete & Gaigedi
	1
	8– to finish sampling in May

	Budywa & Vugina
	2
	10

	Savane
	3
	10

	Savane & Museno
	4
	10

	Vokoli & Lusengeli
	5
	10

	Itegero & Bugina
	6
	10

	Chavogere
	7
	6 – to finish sampling in May

	Shirulu
	8
	10

	Lusengeli & Jivovoli
	9
	2 (March) & 8 in April

	Itegero, Chavogere & Kedoli
	10
	10

	Kaptech
	11
	10

	Kaptech & Lukoye
	12
	10

	Kisasi
	13
	10

	
	14
	To be sampled in May

	Muhudu
	15
	10

	Lukose
	16
	10


By the end of April, 130 households have been interviewed and 30 interviews are remaining for this block, which will be done in May.

Observations made:

In some clusters the terrain is very hilly and erosion is a serious problem. Many farmers have constructed terraces and planted Napier grass. Banana is a common crop and there is a great interest in planting trees in the areas covered so far.

The most common trees found in this area are Eucalyptus spp. and Croton spp. The team was told that women cannot plant trees and bananas. This aspect should be taken up by KARI.
The team is expected to commence work in Upper Yala by May 10th. It has been agreed by the PC George Ayaga and Louis Verchot that ICRAF will do the sensitization for baseline data collection. The sensitization for Upper Yala is expected to commence on May 8th. 
3) Survey & planting of tree-screening trials on-farm: A) Lower Nyando and B) Lower Yala
The target is to plant at approx. 100 farms and do a minimum of 30 infiltrations
(A) Lower Nyando
In Lower Nyando, 80 farms have been selected and characterized. Planting of screening trials commenced on April 16th. The table below indicates species planted in the month of April.

Table 3A.1 Species planted in screening trials – Lower Nyando

	Plot ID
	Farmer Name
	Sub-location
	Species planted
	Infiltration (+/-)

	019
	Leonard Akach
	E.Jimo
	M.Lutea+Grevillea
	+

	027
	Daudi Keter
	Tabita
	M.Lutea+Grevillea
	+

	029
	Philip Kirui
	Tabita
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	030
	Yukabeth Owino
	E.Jimo
	M.Lutea+Grevillea
	+

	031
	Ojuang Ko’mbudo
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	+

	033
	Micheal Odhiambo
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevellea
	+

	034
	John Otieno Owouth
	E.Jimo
	A.gerradi+Grevillea
	+

	035
	Henry Ochieng
	E.Jimo
	M.lutea+ Grevillea
	-

	036
	John Okendi
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	037
	Monica Opiyo
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	038
	Pauline Obuom
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	039
	Ann Obuom
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	040
	Steven Ochieng
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	041
	Japheth Adera
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	+

	043
	Jeremiah Okumu
	E.Agoro
	M.Lutea+Grevillea
	-

	051
	George Otieno Ogada
	E.Jimo
	A.gerradi+Grevillea
	-

	056
	Were Olonde
	E.Jimo
	A.passi+ Grevillea
	+

	057
	James OtienoManga
	E.Jimo
	A.gerradi+Grevillea
	+

	058
	Shadrack Jole
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	+

	059
	Hellen Okoth
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	+

	060
	Ann Owour Owiti
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	-

	063
	Silpha Were
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	-

	062
	Samson Otieno
	E.Jimo
	M.lutea+ Grevillea
	+

	064
	Fransico Okwanya
	E.Jimo
	M.lutea+ Grevillea
	+

	065
	Caren A. Onyango
	E.Jimo
	M.lutea+ Grevillea
	-

	066 
	Silvanus Pila Gunde
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	067
	Silvanus Aoko
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	+

	069
	Benard Ojijo
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	+

	070
	Leonard Nyaoke
	E.Jimo
	M.lutea+ Grevillea
	+

	071
	Okoth Mwana
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	072
	Peter Ochieng
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	073
	Jared Omondi
	E.Agoro
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	+

	074
	Risper Owiti
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	-

	075
	Benjamin Oriato
	E.Jimo
	T.brownii+ Grevillea
	-

	076
	Janes Okelo Opiyo
	E.Jimo
	A.passi+ Grevillea
	-

	077
	George Akach
	E.Jimo
	A.gerradi+Grevillea
	-

	078
	Onyoungo Pri. Sch.
	E.Jimo
	M.Lutea+Grevillea
	-

	079
	Joseph Molla
	E.Jimo
	A.Poly+Grevillea
	-

	080
	Deborah Juma
	E.Jimo
	M.Lutea+Grevillea
	-


NB: The full names for the species are as follows: T.brownii – Terminalia brownii; A.Poly – Acacia polyacantha; A.gerradi – Acacia gerradi; A.passi – Acacia passi; Grevillea – Grevillea robusta;  M.lutea – Markhamia lutea
Hence, 40 plots have been planted and 40 plots are pending. The exercise is expected to be completed during the month of May.

(B) Lower Yala
In Lower Yala, 160 farms have been selected and characterized. Planting of screening trials in Lower Yala block continued in the month of April. The table blow lists the tree species planted in April, whereas table 2 indicates the tree species planted in the month of March. The activity is on-going and is expected to be complete by May 18th.
By the end of April, a total of 17,152 seedlings had been planted of assorted species. 571 seedlings have been used for gapping of planted plots.

Table 3B.1 Tree species planted in the month of March & April

	Seedlings Species
	Total planted
	Total gapped
	Grand total

	Grevillea robusta
	7791
	301
	8092

	Markhamia lutea
	3188
	  57
	3245

	Senna siamea
	2749
	  56
	2805

	Albizia spp.
	1855
	148
	2003

	Croton spp.
	216
	    9
	225

	Casuarina
	504
	    0
	504

	Croton macrostachyus
	278
	    0
	278

	TOTAL
	16581
	571
	17152


Table 3B.2 Tree species planted in the month of March for the various sub-locations
	Sub-location
	Grevillea spp.
	Markhamia spp.
	Albizia spp.
	Croton spp.
	Senna siamea

	Rera
	864
	288
	288
	0
	288

	Dienya East
	401
	121
	144
	0
	124

	Wagai West
	72
	0
	72
	0
	0

	Wagai East
	351
	144
	72
	0
	133

	Gombe
	216
	72
	144
	0
	72

	Onyinyore
	211
	72
	0
	0
	142

	Kanyadet
	288
	144
	72
	0
	144

	Ndori
	72
	0
	72
	0
	0


The exercise of planting the 160 screening trials in Lower Yala is expected to be complete by Mid-May.
4) Tree nursery at ICRAF

All staff members in the two ICRAF nurseries are busy preparing the seedlings for planting. Root pruning is taking place in both nurseries. The following numbers of tree seedlings are ready for KARI to pick as per request from the 2 field officers Eva Gacheru and Samuel Obaga: Yala 30,000 seedlings and Nyando 20,000 seedlings. The 17,000 tree seedlings which ICRAF has for KARI from the purchase of Terminalia brownii and Grevillea spp. are also ready for planting. All seedlings are at the Maseno nursery.
5) Identification & planting of degraded areas: Lower Nyando

Planting of degraded areas in Lower Nyando continued in the month of April. So far the following number of seedlings have been planted:
· Kowala: 4500 seedlings planted– 5500 seedlings yet to be planted
The group has requested for assistance from the project – they are requesting for the following:
· Foot pump (4,000Kshs)

· Improved fallow seeds – 10kg (3,000Kshs)

· Vegetable seeds (1,000Kshs)

· Polythene sheet to cover water pans (price unknown)

· Training in establishment of improved fallows & management

ICRAF can do the training of improved fallows – however, since the rest of the request falls under ‘Alternative livelihood strategies – I am requesting KARI to address the request and decide if this group can be supported by the project. If KARI provides the funds for the improved fallow seeds, ICRAF staff will be available and very interested in training the group members in improved fallows as an agroforestry practice.

· Kalacha: 600 seedlings planted– 9400 seedlings yet to be planted
This group is requesting for other interventions besides what they are already doing in the rehabilitation site; legumes and fodder trees. Can KARI use this group for ‘Alternative livelihood strategies’?
· Kokoto: 5032 seedlings planted – 3000 yet to be planted
During the World Bank visit on April 24th, the group put forward some of the concerns they have with what they believe KARI promised them early on in the project. The group has since apologized for the outburst, however, they felt it was the only chance they had to air their views since KARI rarely come to Kokoto. According to the group the community elders, Samuel Obaga and Daniel Rotich promised the community that if they formed groups various activities such poultry and bee-keeping. It is a very unfortunate situation since the community has now started internal fighting over the promises. Some community members now want the group members to return the inputs they have given especially for the promised dairy goats. ICRAF is therefore suggesting that Louis Verchot, Anja Boye, George Ayaga, Samuel Obaga, and Daniel Rotich make a visit to Kokoto to address the issue once and for all. 

Therefore, KARI please inform ICRAF of an appropriate date for such a visit in the month of May.

Two more weeks are needed to finish planting of the degraded areas, however, more rains are needed for the exercise to continue.

6) Other activities

On-farm nurseries: KARI is still to provide inputs to the on-farm and community based nurseries – KARI to take action
Data entry of bio-physical data: Two persons have been hired to enter the bio-physical baseline data collected in Lower Yala and Lower Nzoia. This exercise is expected to be complete by early May. Once the data is entered and checked for errors, it will be shared with KARI.

Data collected for Middle Yala will be entered once the entire block has been sampled.

Soils lab: The soils for biophysical and socio economic surveys for Lower Yala and Lower Nzoia are ready to be sent to Nairobi for analyses.
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