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The main objective of the biophysical work is to characterize the landform, soil and vegetation types, they by giving the condition and the ecological indicators.

The biophysical baseline survey in Middle Nyando block commenced on 7th – 10th August 2007, after communities sensitization meetings, which was organized by ICRAF. A total of three clusters equivalent to 30 plots were done that is clusters 1, 2, and 3.Three infiltration were done per cluster equivalent to nine infiltrations. 

Cluster 1

This cluster is in Ochoria Sub location, Fort tenan Location of Muhoroni Division. The plots spread into high gradients hills, plateaus, valleys, and ridges and into dissected plains. Out of the ten plots six of them are in evergreen to semi deciduous bush lands and still under natural fallow and the rest farm land mainly sugarcanes and maize. 

Cluster 2

This cluster is in Kambi Awendo village in Koru Sub location, Koru Location of Muhoroni Division. The cluster is under farming mainly sugarcane plantations. The cluster is on a plateau and seasonally damp soils. Most of the plots were in farmland apart from one that landed into evergreen shrub land.

Cluster 3

This cluster is in Koru Sub location, Koru Location of Muhoroni Division. This cluster is on escarpment that is medium gradient hill on mid slopes. The population density in this area is very sparse. The area is sugarcane zone of which six plots landed on them except four which landed on homestead, eucalyptus woodlot and natural fallows. Most of this site is seasonally damp soils and rocky.

Observations

1. Like in other blocks there is encroachment into wetlands within the catchments areas and other vegetative sites are heavily destructed.

2. Destruction of catchment’s areas is also an on going activity mainly replaced with agricultural activities and woody vegetations for both timber and charcoal production.

3. Ploughing down slope is the common practice and planting along the contours theses increases soil erosion in the areas.

