Duty trip report to Lower Nzoia Block 6th – 8th December 2006
By Isaac Learamo
The community sensitization meeting in the lower Nzoia block took place on 6th - 8th December 2006.

 I had a chance to a company KARI team for two days both in Uranga division, Siaya district and in Funyula division, Busia district. The KARI team composed of Project co-coordinator, community mobilization officer, Monitoring and evaluation officer, Marketing officer and lower Yala block field officer who represented the Lower Nzoia field officer who was absent at that moment.

These kinds of community sensitization are usually organized by KARI team as a preparation on the ground for ICRAF team to do baseline survey both in biophysical and socio-economic.

ROLES OF KARI/ ICRAF IN WKIEMP PROJECT

KARI ROLES
KARI role in WKIEMP came out clearly in the meeting that there major role is administrative and mostly emphasize on community empowerment, livelihood and associated technologies.

ICRAF ROLES 

ICRAF role came out clearly in the meeting that it’s a lead partner in this project whose role is to conduct research before implementation of the findings.

Main ICRAF activities in WKIEMP are laid as follows in the meeting;

1. Conduct baseline surveys of biophysical and socio-economic.
2. Planting of tree’s in mostly degraded areas.

3. Planting of trees in experimental trials paddocks (screening trials).

4. Agroforestry technologies which include;
a) Fodder banks

b) Improved fallow planting

c) River bank stabilizers ( bamboo)

d) Live fences

e) Support woodlot

f) Border planting

g) Pasture improvement ( grass reseeding)

h) Fruit trees planting

i) Nursery establishment, managements and training.

Community participation

Community turn out was up to 100 people in each of the meetings. The communities came out with some major problems and some solutions to these problems.
Uranga division

Problems mentioned by the community in Uranga were as follows; floods, soil erosion, poverty, malaria, lack of clean water and low crop yield.

Preferred tree species for planting in Uranga by the community are as follows; Terminalia brownie, Markhemia lutea, Albizia ssp, Prunus Africana(medicinal), Neem(medicinal), Moringa (medicinal) and Warbugia ugandensis (medicinal).

Funyula division

In Namuduru sub location, Bwiri location of Funyula division, Busia district, the problems are listed as follows; Termites, baboons, lack of proper farming technology, water harvesting techniques, lack of market of cassava and soil erosion.
Preferred species for planting by these community are as follows; Grevellea ssp, Markhemia lutea, Albizia ssp, Ficus ssp, Prunus Africana, Cassia ssp, Casuarinas sp and fruit trees.

In both the community meetings ICRAF was requested by the community to give them the soil results as soon as analysis is over so that they could be advices on how to go about improving soil fertility. I told the community that soil analysis is along process but as soon as the project has some results in hand then they should be communicated to them. 
