10th-14th March 08 report
Tree survival counts and tree measurements are going on pretty well as had been organized before. The area is still experiencing dry periods which have taken a couple of weeks but we expect some rains from the end of the week.

Field observations

· Termites are still coming up as a major pest affecting tree growth in lower Yala block.  Most trees have been totally or partially destroyed by the pest, especially exotic species. 
· Chlorosis is another problem facing some tree species in tree screening trials in this lower block. This has been observed from trees species such as Makhamia and Grevillea in some plots. A tree such as Albizia has also shaded-off their leaves in some plots. Regeneration of the same tree species has also been observed in some plots which have led to survival counts variability in the same plots.
· Another observation that has been made in the field is that some plants’ height has been reduced, i.e. they have dried-off from their tips hence reducing their former height. This has been observed in tree species such as makhamia and albizia.

· Stunted growth is also being observed from some tree species such as makhamia, Grevillea and Albizia species 

· Livestock movements in some the plots have not been restricted this has led to tree destruction. 
· Most tree screening plots have been managed well.
· As tree survival counts and measurements continue, farmers are also sensitized to prepare holes in readiness to plant grafted mangoes immediately the rains start.

