
Programme for Professional Group Workshop on Environment Management and Land Development at Maseno ATC on 12th to 13th October 2007

Purpose 

The main purpose of the meeting was to bring together all the Ministry of agriculture District Environmental Officers in Nyanza province and other organizations working on environment in the province to exchange views on the various environmental conservation activities that each was involved in and areas within the province in which each was having activities. Also to share experiences and achievements on environmental management and land development issues.

Attendants

The meeting was attended by the following:

· Ministry of Agriculture District Environment and Land Development  Officers from Nyanza Province(DELDO)

· Deputy Provincial Director of Agriculture_Nyanza province(PDA)

· Provincial Director of Environment(PDE)_Nyanza province

· Officers in charge of Agricultural Machinery Services in Nyanza province(AMS)

· Project Coordinator ICRAF

· Project Coordinator SCC_VI

· Project Coordinator KARI/WKIEMP(sent apologies)

Presentations
ICRAF

Icraf gave a power point presentation on activities that they are currently undertaking and areas where these are located. Highlighted, were the four  blocks which lie within the Nyanza province namely: Lower yala,Lower Nyando ,Lower nzoia and Middle Nyando.

VI_Agro-Forestry

SCC_VI gave  a brief report of their activities in the Province which were mainly located in Lower Nyando and  Lower Yala. Their activities were mainly aimed at land productivity improvement through improved agro forestry  practices.

National Environmental Authority(NEMA)

The Provincial Director of Environment gave a presentation on the role of  the National Environmental Authority(NEMA)  in project implemantation.Highlighted, was the process of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)which is a requirement before the commencement of any project. He said that it is mandatory that all water pans have an EIA report so as to ascertain the hazards that are associated with holding of large bodies of water within the communities. Dangers such as risk of children drowning and the breeding of mosquitoes can be addressed  and mitigating measures put in place  to minimize these negative impacts if a comprehensive EIA is carried out before the project is implemented. For on-going projects an Environmental Audit(EA) must be carried out. The aim of an EA is to ascertain whether the project is meeting the set objectives.

Ministry of Agriculture

The Ministry of Agriculture presented on water harvesting experiences and achievements within the various districts in the Province. These included the construction of the Kobam Water Pan for WKIEMP in the Lower Nyando Block. The Deputy Provincial Director of Agriculture informed the participants that a copy of a manual on How to Construct Water Pans could be gotten from the PDAs office on request.

Way forward

· That if possible future workshops be preceded by a field tour to activity sites

· That all presentations at the workshop be by power point. Hence all DELDOs to budget for digital cameras

· All budgets for Water pans must include a budget for an EIA as it is now a mandatory requirement

· All invited institutions to give a well documented presentation of the field experiences .
The meeting was officially closed by the deputy PDA at 5 p.m

