Progress report of Lower Yala Block from 7th – 8th March 2007
By Joash Mango and Isaac Learamo
The main objective of the biophysical work is to characterize the landform, soil types and vegetation, they by giving the condition and the ecological indicators.

The biophysical baseline survey in Middle Yala block commenced in March 2007, after communities sensitization meetings, which was organized by KARI, this took place between 27th February 2007 to 2nd march 2007 of which an area equivalent to 8 clusters was covered. Half of the block cluster remaining which has not been sensitized is yet to be covered during the sensitization meeting to be organized by KARI.
The biophysical team toured the whole block on 5th March 2007 they were a companied by one person from socio-economic group to identify the proper routes leading to the cluster and also finding out the estimates for hotels to stay in while working in the block thereby we come up with a budget for the work while staying in the field. The biophysical work was started on 7th – 8th March 2007 for two days and covered one and half clusters equivalent to 15 plots. The clusters covered are 15 and half of 16.
Cluster 15

This cluster spread into; Ishanda, Siekuti and Lari villages in Muhudu and Siekuti Sub locations, Shaviringa Location, Tiriki East Division in Vihiga District. The area is densely populated; sloping terrain and small streams are numerous in the area. Farming of marshy lands mainly a long drainage line is common in the area. The height above the sea level, range from 1400m to 1630m which seems to be very high. Area under agricultural production covers 70%, settlements covers 25% and water catchments covers 5%. The main crops grown in the area are; Maize, beans, sweet potatoes and small banana plantations of about 20 to 50 stocks in most homesteads. There are scattered plantation of tea of about 50 by 50 meters in size is also seen in the area.
Destruction of trees is an on going exercise in the area, mainly destruction of eucalyptus along the catchment’s area where they were mostly planted. Average size of farms in this area is between aquarter to half an acre in every homestead. Tree planted are mainly along the boundaries, homestead and few woodlots, but mostly planted tree are Eucalyptus ssp and other exotic tree e.g. Grevellea robusta, Casuarina spp and Bischovia tree. The remnant indigenous trees are; Nandi flame, Albizia ssp, Croton spp and Psidium guajava.
Cluster 16
This cluster spread into Luguse and Kwirenyi villages in Luguse Sub Location, Khayega Location of Shinyalu Division in Kakamega District. The cluster borders river yala in the south and government land in the north east. The land is sloping with small streams draining into river yala. The government land is part of Kakamega national forest reserve, which was converted into farming land back in 1950’s until 2002 when all the agricultural activities were abandoned due to government intervention and stopping the activities. Since then the land lie fallow and only being used as grazing field by the locals upon payment of a fee per month depending on the number of cattle one owns.
The area is sparsely populated probably because it is at the border of Vihiga and Kakamega Districts. 90% of the land is under agricultural production, 5% of the land is grazing field and the remaining 5% is covered by marshy land mainly springs and small streams. The common planted crops are; maize, beans, sweet potatoes and banana plantation with a number of 20 to 60 stocks in every homestead farm. Scattered tea plantations of about 50 by 50 meters are also seen in the area. There is planting of tree along small streams and in small woodlots e.g. Eucalyptus ssp.
Observations
1. Ploughing down slopes and all the way to the river banks is mostly practiced and under this process with continuous tilling, the soil erodes very fast and gets depleted.
2. Destruction of catchment’s areas is also an on going activity mainly destruction of Eucalyptus and woody vegetations for both timber and charcoal production.
3. Currently most of the hill slopes and hill tops remains with very sparse vegetation and some parts bare.

4. In these two clusters there is no provision of planting trees for screening trials because the size of farms owned by the individuals’ farmers is very small. It is only possible to plant trees along the terraces and boundaries.
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