Field visit report- Lower Yala block on 13th August 2007

                                Walter Adongo

Introduction
The field trip was in response to the observations made in the field by the ICRAF field crew in Lower Yala. Stunted growth, insect infestation and likely diseases incidents had been noted in the screening trials established in March – May 2007.  Albizia coriara, Croton macrostachyus, Senna siamea and Markhamia lutea were some of the species planted. 
The field visit was therefore to ascertain the level of effect and likely measures to help avert the situation. It was observed that the defects were not so severe and were likely to had been effects of changes in the weather, termites, hail stones and some insects. A total of nine plots were visited.
Objectives

1. To ascertain disease or pest effect on the saplings

2. To make relevant recommendation to avert the problem(s)

Results & Findings

A total of nine plots six farms were visited in the company of Luka Anjeho and Tom Ochinga (Table 1). The work so far done was commendable. Most of the trees had grown past the expected heights (Figure 1). Termites were noted as a menace especially to Grevillea robusta and on drier sites (Figure 2). The project ownership by the farmers was encouraging.
It was noted that most of the saplings were not badly off. The table below shows the problems by species and recommendations thereof.

Table 1 
	Farmer’s/ Institution’s name
	Location
	Sublocation
	Species
	Remarks

	Charles Onyango
	South Gem
	Gombe
	Grevillea robusta & Albizia coriara
	Saplings doing well though with signs of water stress

	John Ayoo
	South Gem
	Onyinyore
	Grevillea robusta & Albizia coriara
	Both species doing well though the former are termite damaged. Pruning and singling required.

	Benard Omondi
	South Gem
	Onyinyore
	Grevillea robusta & Senna siamea
	Saplings doing very well. S. siamea requires pruning.

	John Lelo
	South Gem
	Gombe
	Grevillea robusta & Albizia coriara
	Seedlings are doing well. There is poor management- ploughing by oxen in the plot.

	Jared Oliech
	N.E. Gem
	Wagai East
	Grevillea robusta & Markhamia lutea 
	Seedlings doing well though manure and/or fertilizer should be added. 

	Gabriel Obonyo
	South Gem
	Rera
	Grevillea robusta & Senna siamea
	Seedlings doing very well. The farmer looking forward to integrate bee-keeping.

	Joshua Onywera
	South Gem
	Rera
	Grevillea robusta & Markhamia lutea 
	Seedlings poorly managed and planted. 

	Dienya primary school
	West  Gem
	Dienya East
	Grevilla robusta & Croton macrostachyus
	Seedlings doing well. The latter species suffering from leaf curling, requires spraying.

	Ndori primary school
	South Gem
	Ndori
	Grevillea robusta & Senna siamea
	G. robusta heavily damaged by termites. S. siamea require pruning


Recommendations

Tree growth parameters like total height (TH), root color diameter (RCD), number of branches (NOB) and diameter at breast height (DBH) should be put in place and be done in good time. This would help assess and compare growth hence decisions.
Pruning should also be done as would be deemed appropriate; this would harness the quality of the end product especially for timber.

It is with deep concern that the good work that is on going should be shared with the other individuals or farmer groups. It is therefore poignant to that there should be an internal farmer exchange visit (within the block) and also an inter-block visit. Both the farmers and the technical staff would benefit a great deal.

More farmers should be sensitized to plant more trees. This would help improve the vegetation cover very fast. As was noted vast pieces of land exist.

The plots could be used as demonstrations plots. This would harness the self esteem and project ownership that is already being propagated.

More intensive farmer training on tree establishment and management need to be carried out.
Conclusion
Growing trees is not a miracle. Improved tree management can really improve tree growth hence general project impact. Clear end use (product) need to be identified. Quick action is handy to good tree growing.
