LOWER YALA PROGRESSIVE REPORT ON SCREENING TRIALS

(Mid October-December 2006)

INTRODUCTION;

These are trials aimed at 

· Studying the growth rate of some indigenous trees that have either been grown or domesticated by farmers for various use and purposes as compared to exotic species

· The study also aims at promoting indigenous/local trees that are currently being neglected by the locals farmers which are more adapted to the surrounding environment.

· The study will also help identify some suitable species adaptive to specified climatic zones

· The study will be a tool to accelerate planting of trees to the landscape, which has already been left bare after cutting down all the trees for charcoal burning among other uses.  

Main objectives

· Rehabilitate areas that are not productive e.g. depleted lands, rocky places, areas with hardpans, eroded areas etc

· Bring back trees into the landscape (especially indigenous trees)

Expectations

We expect that by the end of the project, trees will have covered a larger area of the landscape without trees at present.

Incentives to farmers

· High value trees/fruits trees

· Training in various practices/extension

· Exchange visits

· More trees seedlings for afforestation

Target groups in Yala block

· Groups

· Individuals

· Schools

· Dispensaries

· Chief centers

Some of the anticipated problems raised by farmers during the excises of selections in Lower Yala are:

· Termite interference

· Mole

· Soil erosion

Encouragement

More farmers in Yala block have a lot of interest in trees. Those with small areas don’t want to be left behind and are coming in for afforestation practices. 

Apart from trees, some farmers want to diversify to pasture (Rhodes grass), fodder, improved fruits, Bananas, cassava cuttings among other things they could think about. 

They want more community nurseries established, well equipped with various seeds and seedlings of high value tree/fruit trees species. This will enable them obtain seedlings more easily, cheaply and closer as opposed to the present situation where they have to go miles looking for seedlings to purchase. 

Sub-locations covered by the block in Wagai Division

1. Kanyadet

2. Ndori

3. Rera

4. Dienya East

5. Dienya West (small part)

6. Nguge

7. Wagai

8. Onyinyore

9. Kambare

10. Ramula (Yala Div.)

11. Uranga (Yala Div.)

12. Lihanda (Yala Div.)

13. Kagilo (Yala Div.)

14. Uriri

15. Gongo (small part)-East gem

16. Gombe

Screening plots measurements

The task involves;

· Taking Plot measurement with an area of (30*30) m

· Measuring planting holes at a distance of 2.5m apart between plants and between rows but in a unique way such that the plants in the first row is not in the same line with the plant in the second row but are in the same line with the plants in the third row.

· Taking infiltration i.e. 2 infiltrations per plot and each infiltration takes 2.5 hours

· Taking plot characterization i.e. collecting soil samples using a Y-frame method. 2 samples per plot (0-20, 20-50) cm depths; taking other measurements with regard to Augered point eg sub plot plant density count.

Farmers’ selection

It appeared to go very well during the time we started farmers’ selections for the screening trials but it appeared to be difficult to meet the target as some farmers decided either to sit back and not show up or have a change of mind when the exercise of measurements started. All the same we decided to go for the farmers who had interest but had not been selected during initial stages. In total, we selected 160 farmers for the trials in Lower Yala.

Problems encountered

· Some earlier selected farmers aborted the exercise when the tape was put on the ground by either giving excuses that they have to console their next of kin e.g. Son, charge of mind from previously agreed site and showing no commitments to cut pegs. 

· The rains have been coming so early thus making us either abort or don’t start our second infiltration plot

· Combination of 2 teams in one vehicle has also made our movements a bit difficult because it involves a lot of movements from one direction to another following randomly selected farmers.

 Summery for screening trials in Lower Yala

· Total plots measured

      103

· Total plots characterized

      83

· Total plots done infiltration
      24

· Plots remaining to be measured
       57

· Plots remaining to be Characterized    77

· Plots remaining for infiltration  
       26

· Time frame to finish infiltration
        13 working days

· Time frame to finish characterization   10 working days (at about 8 farms per day)    

