Screening Trials in Lower Yala

Time table for activities: November 2006- January 2007

Number of Trial plots 160

Number of sub-locations to be covered 16

Plan of Work

Selection of trial plots is based on the following criteria;

1. Farmer willing to participate

2. Plot currently not being used for crop production because it is degraded

3. Minimum plot area to be 30m by 30m

Main Activities

1. Selection of trial plots

2. Plot measurements

3. Biophysical characterization/Infiltration

Biophysical work requires a team of six (6) people:

· 1 person for infiltration

· 3 people to do land cover  classification& vegetation inventory

· 2 people to do soil inventory

Plot measurements require three (3) people at a time;

· Two people to hold the tape and measure

· 1 person to fix the stakes

To measure a trial plot takes at least one and half hours (1.5 hr). 

To Charecterize a plot ie land cover classification &vegetation inventory plus soil inventory takes at least one hour (1hr)

The block was divided into Four Quadrats given that we have about 16 sub-locations in the block. In each quadrat (based on the number of sub-locations) a local person was contracted to assist in trial plot selection and measurements. The other responsibility of the local person is to ensure that trial plots are ready before the next tree planting season in March 2007. The contract for these categories of casuals expires in March 2007.

