June 2008 - lower Yala progress report
During the month of June 2008, we managed to purchase 8,013 tree seedlings of different species to plant at Kayier rehabilitation site by Kayier conservation group. Tree seedlings include high value trees, fruit trees, medicinal and fodder trees. Over 4000 tree seedlings bought were planted and the remaining were to be nursed due to climatic conditions that changed abruptly from wet to dry periods forcing the group members to stop and look for an alternative to rescue the remaining seedlings not to dry. About 1000 tree seedlings planted at the start of the dry period dried off hence creating some lose both to the project and the group working on the degraded site of kayier. To save the situation, we decided to borrow one watering can from the office and purchased three more to assist Kayier conservation group in watering the seedlings which they have not yet planted as they wait for the rains to come back.

We also took eleven farmers from lower Yala block to a leading horticultural farmer at Holo in Kisumu district for training in grafted Mango fruit tree management. The training was facilitated by Mr. Richard Obote who’s the leading horticultural farmer, formerly contracted by ICRAF, in Kisumu district. 
Topics covered during the training include:

· Varieties of grafted Mangoes, Management (planting, spacing, disease, pest control and marketing); type of insecticides and fungicides used and tools for grafting
· Varieties of Tomatoes (local and commercial); Management (planting, spacing, pest and disease control and marketing)

· Varieties of Bananas; Management (planting, spacing, pest and disease control and marketing)

· Varieties of grafted Avocadoes; Management (planting, spacing, pest and disease control and marketing)

· Practical demonstration of both Mango and Avocado grafting

· Practical demonstration of Mango pruning

Expectations after the training
· After the training, eleven farmers selected across lower Yala block will be able to disseminate the knowledge and skills obtained on establishment and management of fruit trees to their fellow farmers in the block

· With regard to climatic condition within the block, farmers in lower Yala block will be able to start farming of high value trees and fruit trees as a business on commercial basis as opposed to the current situation

· Farmers will be able to strengthen their farming groups and establish high value fruit tree nurseries for commercial purpose hence forming part of their livelihood strategies

· Farmers will be able to change their perception from planting of local materials to planting of improved materials to obtain high yields   
Attendance 
Farmers who attended this training were:

1. Willis Juka (Representative from Gogwa Microcatchment)

2. Leonard Aleng (Resource person, tree screening trials lower Yala)

3. James Onyango Ajulu (Resource for tree screening trials lower Yala)

4. Jemima Odo (Coordinator, Aluor widows group)

5. Anjelina Owino (Chairlady, Aluor widows group)

6. William Ayaga (Small scale farmer)

7. Charles Adera (Small scale farmer/church leader)

8. Gabriel Obonyo (Rera small scales farmer group member)

9. Kevin Okoth (Youth)

10. Lawrence Pino (Assistant chief, wagai East sub-location)
ICRAF Staffs present during the field trip training were:
1. Luka Anjeho

2. Tom Ochinga

3. Peter Okoth

June 2008 Expenditure for Lower Yala block 
	Activity
	Quantity
	Total cost 

	
	
	Ksh.
	Cts

	Purchase of tree seedlings

Purchase of training materials
Purchase of water cans

Purchase of maize for food for work for Kayier conservation group

Purchase of maize for a group member who lost his son

Purchase of sodas and bread for farmers during training of grafted mangoes

Facilitation fee for training facilitator
	8013 tree seedlings

30 ball pens and 24 note books

1flip chart and Marker pens

3 water cans
8 bags of maize

1 bag of maize

27 sodas and 13 loaves of bread

1facilitator for 2 trainings @ksh.500 per training.
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