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Wkiemp Project
Farmer concerns and Interests 

Lower Yala Block

Following a successful senitization, socio-economic, biophysical and tree screening trials in the Lower Yala Block the level of awareness with regard to tree establishment and management was up scaled. This led to many farmers opening up to more needs, concerns and interests.
Some of the expressed needs that came up strongly were as follows:

· Tree nursery establishment

· Improved pastures
· Training (e.g. grafting skills, nursery establishment e.t.c.)

Upper Yala Block
Farmers in the Upper Yala  Block are mainly large scale. They grow maize wheat and keep dairy animals. Their main interests were in:

· Improved pastures 

· Fodder trees 

· Tree nursery establishments

· Training
Middle Nyando Block
This is an area with very steep slopes under cultivation. There is increased clearing of vegetation to give way to crops . This has resulted into massive soil erosion 
The main concerns put forward by farmers in this block included:

· Tree nursery establishment

· Training 
Upper Nyando Block
This is a mountainous area characterized by overgrazing and cultivation on steep slopes. The threat of land slides is ever present.

The main interests of the farmers is to improve their pastures and to minimize soil erosion. Hence their concerns are:

· Tree nursery establishment
· Improved pastures 

· Training

Recommendation

To prepare for tree growing in the long rain season of the year 2008  we recommend that the farmers need to be trained on tree establishment  between now and the end of the year.
