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From September 14th to 15th 2006,
AP3 facilitated the second KATRESNO 
workshop. AP3 is a USAID global 
demonstration program designed to 
improve the livelihoods of small holder 
dairy farmers by reducing the cost of milk 
production and increasing the yields and 
quality of the milk through simple and 
cheap fodder shrub technologies.

At the fi rst workshop, held in early June, 
the farmers that distribute fodder shrub 
planting materials realized that unity is 
strength, which led to the development of a seed 
dealers association known as Kenya Tree Seeds 
& Nursery Operators (KATRESNO).  As of today, 
the association has been registered with the offi ce 
of the Attorney General as a self-help group. The 
Constitution outlines how the association will be 
governed.  The primary objective of the association 
is to lobby for the interests of the members who come 
from most parts of the country. 

The second workshop was designed to develop the 
members technical capacity in seed technologies, 
entrepreneurial skills.  In addition, the workshop 
strengthened linkages among the seed dealers and 
identifi ed members needs in enterprise development. 
To help improve their livelihoods, the participants 
identifi ed several enterprises:
• Silk worm raring – Sericulture

• Fish raring – Aquaculture

• Bee keeping – Apiculture 

• Seed & seedlings marketing

• Processing of dairy cows and goats milk 

• Poultry keeping 

• Leaf meal processing and marketing

   The above enterprises will be discussed in 
subsequent newsletters.
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Where to plant the fodder shrubs
• Along the farm boundaries to leave more space 

for the crops.

• Along the soil conservation terraces to stabilize 
the soil on the terraces. 

• Around the homestead to provide home privacy.

• In the Napier plots.

Since the formation and registration of the association, 
there have been several sucess stories:

• Sensitized 4,000 farmers on the use and benefi ts 
of fodder shrubs.

• Trained school children and youth on the benefi ts 
of fodder shrubs. 

• Established 93 nurseries. 

• Sold 151,000 seedlings and 783 kg of various 
tree seed species.

KATRESNO Workshop Participants
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Mr. Harrison Gathogo resides in Kinyona Location of  
Maragua District. He has been farming on his piece 
of land since 1989, and his major enterprise is tea 
production; he has also set aside a small plot of land 
for grazing his dairy cows using semi-zero grazing 
system. 

Since 1999, Harrison has planted more than 3,000 
fodder shrubs (calliandra, trichandra and tree lucerne).  
Harrison has meticulously planted the shrubs to make 
hedges along the internal farm boundaries, and soil 
conservation terraces, and around the homestead. He 
has maintained the shrubs at a height of approximately 
1m above the ground except for the shrubs that are 
used for seed production. For reasons that are not yet 
known, seed production by his calliandra shrubs is 
quite low. 

Despite the multiple challenges, soil acidity and failure 
of the seeds to germinate, Harrison has not stopped 
disseminating information about fodder shrubs. He 
procures seeds from extension and research services 
and shares them with other farmers.  He also produces 
seedlings that he shares  with neighbours. 

His farm attracts other farmers seeking to learn more 
about the use of fodder shrubs.  He uses this time to 
explain the benefi ts that can be realized from the use 
of fodder shrubs such as increased milk production, 
reduced cost of production, and improved physical 
health of the animals.  Asked why most farmers in his 
area are reluctant to take up the new practices, he says 

“prophets are not heard in their own homes…. these 
people need an outside voice to make them heed what 
I have been preaching to them”. 

Harrison conducts experiments on the performance 
of fodder shrubs under different treatments. In one 
observation, he noted that fodder shrubs next to his 
cattle shed grew faster and were more productive. The 
researchers attributed this phenomenon to the soil 
amelioration effects on acidic soils that result from 
addition of organic manure to such soils. He says 
the knowledge and skills on fodder shrubs emanated 
from the training provided by the extension and 
research staff during farm visits and demonstrations.  
Harrison has had the opportunity to visit other farmers 
within Kenya and in Tanzania and makes regular 

“Prophets are not heard in their own homes…..these “Prophets are not heard in their own homes…..these “
people need an outside voice to make them heed 

what I have been preaching to them!” 
says Harrison as he emphasizes  the importance of 

exchange visits

Quote of the month
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What should farmers be doing this month!

Transplant the seedlings at the onset of the rains to 
ensure proper establishment and growth. The spacing 
of seedlings is 0.5 m (1 1⁄2 ft) between the shrubs 
planted on a hedge.

consultations to extension offi ces to update his 
knowledge on farming practices and innovations.

Harrison Gathogo (The farmer expert)

Harrison next to a calliandra hegde on his farm.

Updates!
• KATRESNO participates in Nairobi International Trade 

Fair and Nyeri show; thousands of farmers were reached.

• AP3 project facilitates 10 regional meetings and 2major 
seed dealers’ workshops. 

• Mt Kenya Youth Progress Group establishes nurseries in 
5 secondary schools. 

• AP3 project assist in the distribution of ICRAF 
publications to government extension offi cers, NGOS, 
universities and learning institutions. 

• AP3 is working with the Media to promote planting and 
use of fodder shrubs. 
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Seed Dealers

Name Address Telephone Numbers 

KIAMBU 

Silas Peter Mwaura Kenya Organic 
P.O. Box 1213, Village Market, Nairobi 

0722-300610 
silasike@yahoo.com 

Mary Wanjiru Gichuki P.O. Box 443, Limuru 0722-694802 

Joseph Mwichigi Kenya Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 78, Kagwe 0734-256156 

NYERI 

Gerald Juma Gichohi Kagarii Catchments, P.O. Box 35, Gakindu 0721-322606 

Edward Mutitu Friends of Mt. Keny, P.O. Box 30, Naro-Moru 0721-809095 

Beatrice Wanjiku Kiragu Watuka Water Suppl, P.O. Box 195, Endarasha 0736447017/0722250691 

Paul Kihara Ruga Gitero Self Help Group 
P.O. Box 159, Giakanja, Nyeri 

0722-683058 

Victoria Wangui Muturi P.O. Box 44 , Gakindu, Mukurwe-ini 0721-406817 

KIRINYAYA 

Benson Maina Kirei DGAK- Group, P.O. Box 55, Karatina 0725-627508 

Peter Kariuki Mukumbu DGAK, P.O. Box 643, Karatina 0721-645482 

Haron Wachira Francis Gathigiriri Primary School 
P.O. Box 44 , Wanguru, Mwea Division 

0722-438332 

Jenesio N. Wambuu P.O. Box 103, Sagana 0721-666452 

Daniel Munyagia Migwi P.O. Box 56, Kerugoya 0722-796431 

NYANDARUA 

John J. Wamathai A.F. Farmers/seeds, P.O. Box 1412, Nyahururu 0720-835685 

Philip Murage P.O. Box 400, Nyahururu

Simon Githambo Tree Is Life Project (CBO) 
P.O. Box 2098, Nyahururu 

0733-635882 
njoori_simo@yahoo.com 

George Kamau Kiiru Miti Mingi Tree Nurseries 
P.O. Box 1758-20300, Nyahururu 

0722-220328 
geokamki@yahoo.com 

MARAGUA 

Gil Kamau DGAK, P.O. Box 9 Kagundu-ini,Via Thika 0735-744232 

Francis Wamithi Ngibe Kagundu-ini Dairy Goat, P.O. Box 9 0735-744232 
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Kagunduini Via Thika 
Paul Gichuna Mukundi P.O. Box 1745 Kahaini 0721-420832 

Catherine Thuku Kahaini 0720-227463 

Pastor Kamau Kagunduini 0725-870314 

THIKA 
John Mwangi British Kiarutara Scheme 2004 Self Help Group 

P.O. Box 60 Gatura, Via Thika 
0734-632476 

EMBU 
Alois Njue Kiawanja Catchments P.O. Box 251 Embu 0723-368083 

Amos Njagi Ngari Kiawanja Catchments’ P.O. Box 2357 Embu

Esther Munyi Manyatta 0734-419432 

KARI Embu Embu 068-20116 

MERU CENTRAL 
Fabian Biichia Farmer, P.O. Box 456, Incubus, Meru c/o. 0722-847895 

Paskasio Gitonga Farmer to Farmer Seed Dealer, P.O. Box 379, Meru 0721870617 

MERU SOUTH 
Desiderio Nkonge Kirigu P.O. Box 138, Chuka, Meru South 0733-428696 

KITALE 
Angela Nekesa P.O. Box 1700, Kitale 0725-140128

 Safi na Community based org.  P.O Box 4606-30200, Kitale c/o Charity Muriuki  0735-754630

LAIKIPIA 
Jackson Migwi Mwangi P.O. Box 1231, Nanyuki 0733-232486 

George Mega Muriithi P.O. Box 32, Marmanet 0734-225767 

BUSIA 
Rose Mathai c/o Sikoyo. P.O. Box 28, Adungosi, Via Busia 0734-893341

Rhoda Nekesa c/o Egesa, Miti Ni Uhai, P.O. Box 31, Matayo’s 0736-427980

Christopher Riara

Jerusa Ogola

Wilfred Egesa Miti Ni Uhai, P.O. Box 31, Matayo’s 0736-427980 

Mathew Sikoyo P.O. Box 28, Adungosi, Via Busia 0734-893341 

MAKUENI 
UDESHG/AGEBB Makueni 0720801558 

KERICHO 
Charles Kosgei P.O. Box 100, LONDIANI 0723-260961 

Davie C. Cheruiyot  P.O. Box 181, SOSIOT 

For more information, contact the AP3 team through: 3 team through: 3

Charles Wambugu
Tel. 020 7224000 ext. 4201 

Mobile:-0724-710055
c.wambugu@cgiar.org 

www.worldagroforestrycentre.org
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